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__ Rec Dept. geared up for Super 
TAILGATE Bowl XL with tailgate party 


: Jessica DeMarco photo 
Political Anaiyst Jon Keller visited NECC’s Lawrence extension campus on 


Friday, Feb. 3. For the story and more pictures, go to page six of this issue. 


© Arts 


Musical talents showcased 
in “Music in the Middle”’ 


NECC 


eres 


College official 
arrested for OUI 


Mark Andrews is 
innocent until proven 
guilty, says Hartleb 


By JESSICA DEMARCO 
News Editor 


On Sunday, Jan. 22, Vice 
President of Administration Mark 
Andrews was arrested for operating a 
vehicle under the influence of alco- 
hol, according to facts verified by the 
Amesbury Police Department. 

Andrews was arrested at 7:29 
p.m. on Merrill Street in Amesbury, 
according to Sgt. Albert Chatigny. 
The arrest’ was made by Officer 
Steven Reed who was assisted by 
Sgt. Jeffrey Worthen. 


In a written statement, Andrews 
stated, “I am challenging the police 
account of the incident; therefore, I 
can not comment at this time. I look 
forward to proving my innocence.” 

President David Hartleb in a telel- 
phone interview commented as well. 

“He is innocent until proven 
guilty, and I'm going to let the court 
system handle the case,” Hartleb said. 

Other than confirming the arrest, 
Sgt. Jeffrey Worthen of the 
Amesbury Police Department was 
unable to comment on the arrest in 
respect to Massachusetts’ Criminal 
Offender Record Information laws. 

At this time, the NECC Observer 
ha’ requested a copy of the police 
report detailing the arrest of 
Andrews. A follow-up story will be 
published when more details become 
available. 


Vice President retiring after 37 years at Northern Essex 


Bevilacqua one of few 


to work under all - 
NECC presidents 


By DusTIN LucA 
Editor 


He came to Northern Essex in 
1966 with hopes to become a profes- 
sor and to have an impact in the lives 
of students, but was ultimately turned 
down by then-president Harold 
Bentley because of a lack of experi- 
ence in the field of teaching. Forty 
years later, Paul Bevilacqua, 
Northern Essex's current Vice 
President and Dean of Academic 
Affairs and one of the few remaining 
faculty members to have worked 
under all three of NECC's past presi- 
dents, has announced his plans to 
retire. 

After 37 years of employment at 
Northern Essex, Bevilacqua said that 
his decision to enter retirement as 
soon as a new Vice President and 
Dean of Academic Affairs is appoint- 
ed was based on it being the “right 
time” for both him and the college. 

“NECC is at a very important 
juncture,” said Bevilacqua in an 
email distributed to the college com- 
munity. “I am confident that with the 
continued leadership of David 
Hartleb, together with a new Vice 
President and all of you, NECC will 
soar to even greater heights.” 

Bevilacqua started his tenure at 
Northern Essex in 1969, after teach- 
ing at Salem High School for three 
years and being named Teacher of 
the Year at the end of his final year at 
the school. 


“T enjoyed high school,” said 
Bevilacqua in a recent interview. 
“But I didn't know what I was getting 
into.” 

At the beginning of his employ- 
ment at Northern Essex, Bevilacqua 
taught various History and 
Government courses including his 
first course, Western Civilization. As 
time passed, Bevilacqua was 
approached by then Division Chair 
of Liberal Arts John Spurk to create 
more courses within his curriculum. 
This resulted in the creation of Civil 
Rights and Liberties, Federal 
Government and State Government. 
Over time, the Federal Government 
and State Government courses were 
combined into the still offered 
American Government and Politics 
course. 

“Spurk told me that, "You should- 
n't use the word politics.’ It was like 
a four letter word,” said Bevilacqua. 
“Times have really changed.” 

In 1970, Bevilacqua became 
increasingly involved in the College 
Advisory Council, then known as the 
Academic Council, which was 
geared towards “high risk non-tradi- 
tional students,” a type of student 
that makes up a significant portion of 
Northern Essex's current student 
population. 

Soon after, Bevilacqua began 
climbing the faculty ladder at 
Northern Essex with his promotion 
to being coordinator of the 
Educational System program, a pro- 
gram set in place to train paraprofes- 
sionals to work in elementary class- 
rooms and other educational settings. 
After that, he stepped up the ladder 
again and was named chairman of 
Human Services, where he was held 
responsible for many other programs, 


including Physical Education and 
Early Childhood Development. 

Years passed, and Bevilacqua 
climbed to where he is today—one of 
a small handful of Vice Presidents 
that report directly to the president of 
the college. 

“As long as I've been here, 
there's been a five to eight year 
cycle... We go through times where 
we have more money, and times 
where we have less,” said 
Bevilacqua. “We're seldom in feast, 
though there's still less famine. It's 
been substantially better since David 
Hartleb became president. We're 
keeping our eye on the priorities of 
the college.” 

Bevilacqua'a ideology of what 
the college offers to its students is 
more than a degree or a number of 
credits-to change their lives. 

“We're a much more rational, 
thoughtful and organized institution 
than the institution I joined in 1969,” 
said Bevilacqua. “As I've had more 
experience here, I've come to really 
value and appreciate the value of this 
college. I love going to the GED 
graduation. I love going to com- 
mencement. You can see the tangible 
effect you have had on people's 
lives.” 

Though he has no plans for his 
retirement yet, Bevilacqua plans to 
just sit back, relax and enjoy life for 
what it is. 

“I want to sleep until 9:30 or 10 
in the morning,” said Bevilacqua. “I 
want to read the newspaper and to 
have a cup of coffee and a bagel. I 
want to savor the fact that I don't 
have to rush into work. Beyond that, 
I don't know what I want to do. I 
really don't. ... I want to give myself 
a chance to just see what happens.” 


In his email to the community, 
Bevilacqua added that, in the coming 
months before he retires, he hopes to 
get in touch with as many faculty at 
the college as possible “to personally 
express my appreciation for your 
support and friendship.” 

“I have only general hopes and 
no specific plans for retirement. I 


hope to be healthy, involved in public 
service, to read, learn, and to have 
some time to relax, travel, and spend 
more time with family and friends,” 
said Bevilacqua in the conclusion to 
his message to the community. 
“Retirement will be a new experience 
for me. I am a little apprehensive and 
anxious, but excited.” 


File photo 
Vice President and Dean of Academic Affairs Paul 
Bevilacqua announced his retirement on Feb. 2, 2006. 


Bevilacqua 


: Take 


advantage of NECC’ 


In an interview with Paul 
Bevilacqua, vice president and 
dean of Academic Affairs at the 
college who recently announced he 
is retiring after 37 years of service 
to the college community, we asked 
him, if he could say a single thing 
to all of the students at Northern 
Essex, what would it be? 

“Students are in some ways the 
most powerful people on campus, 
and they don’t exercise that 
power,” he said. “This college pro- 
vides an incredible opportunity, 
and the faculty members and staff 
are all incredible resources. If 
you're not getting everything from 
your education, talk to somebody 
about it. Let us know.” 

On any given day during the 
school year, there is at least one 
thing going on somewhere around 
campus, whether it be the recre- 


ation department’s events in the 
Health and Fitness Center or the 
dozens of student clubs that meet 
daily. 

Join the Christian Club in a 
religious discussion. Debate poli- 
tics and other matters with the 
Contemporary Affairs Club. Make 
changes in the college experience 
with the Student Senate. Hook up 
with MassPIRG, and do something 
for the environment and surround- 
ing communities. 

Students can even write to the 
Observer, where their voices can be 


heard by thousands of members of 


the college community, and even 
residents in Haverhill, Lawrence 
and North Andover. 


“People’s lives have been 
turned around (at Northern 
Essex),” Bevilacqua _ continued. 


“This is an amazing opportunity— 
Take advantage of it. We are here 
for the students... And that may 
sound trite, but it’s real.” 


The award-winning student newspaper 
of Northern Essex Community College 


2004-2005 Gold Medalist 


Fra o 


His FRIENDS ALIENATED, HIS WIFE HAVING LEFT HIM, 
AND HIS REPUTATION IN SHAMBLES, IT TOOK GETTING 
A LECTURE ON RESPONSIBLE DRINKING FROM THE 
TOWN DRUNK FOR SAM TO ADMIT HE HAD A PROBLEM, 


If a college official was arrested for drunk 
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driving, how would that make you feel? 
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Trends Editor: Melody Martinez 
Sports Editor: Ryan McAskill 


Circulation Manager: Dustin Luca Elizabeth Gutmann, Graphic Design 


“That’s dangerous. The administra- 
tion should fire him if it happens 
more than once. We're supposed to 
look up to adults. That sounds like 
something a college student would 
do.” 


Tanya Godfrey, Sociology 
“Honestly, it wouldn't affect me. | 
think it’s a dumb thing to do, but it 
doesn’t change my thoughts.” 


Tracy Nickerson, General Studies 
“I wouldn’t like it. It depends — 1 
believe everyone is guilty until 
proven innocent.” 


Ad Manager: Jessica DeMarco 
Faculty Adviser: Amy Callahan 


Publication schedule 


Publication Date Ad/Copy Deadline 
Jan. 25 Not available 


Feb. 8 Feb. 1 
Feb. 15 Feb. 8 
Mar. 8 Mar. | 
Mar. 29 Mar. 22 
Apr. 12 Apr. 5 
Apr. 26 Apr. 19 
May 10 May 3 


Photos/Interviews by Stacie Peters 


How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 
room, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. 

All letters must be be signed and also include a phone number for verifi- 
cation. Email submissions should include “Letter to Editor” in the subject line 
or risk not being received by the Observer email system 

We prefer submissions via email: 


observer@necc.mass.edqu 
*Include “Letter to Editor” in the subject line 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 


Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


Adam LaMonica, Deaf Studies 
“Very disappointed. If I’m 20 and I 
know that’s wrong, then he or she 
should know it’s wrong too.” 


While we attempt to publish ail letters, 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press Association, 
and the New England Press Association 


Nikki Piliponis, Deaf Studies 
“Indifferent. It’s like anybody else 
getting arrested. College officials are 
people just like everybody else.” 


Ellen Budnick-Gross, Deaf Studies 
“Wouldn’t bother me. Their person- 
al habits, unless highly illegal, don’t 
really affect their job. If it was a one- 
time thing, no big deal.” 
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Is education expendable? 


Congress cut $12 
billion from available 
federal student aid 


By STACIE PETERS 


Opinions Editor 
It’s a 
vicious cycle. 
You want a 


good job. But 
you can’t get a 
good job with- 
out an educa- 
tion. And you 
can’t get an 
education 
without 
money. But 
you can’t make money unless you 
have a good job. But you can’t get a 
good job without 
an education. And 
you can’t get an 
education without 
money. But you 
can’t make money 
unless you have a 
good job. But you 


can’t get a good job 
without... 
You get the 


idea. This conun- 
drum has been complicating many 
students’ progress through the acad- 
emic system. The hard-working 
attain scholarships; the not-so-hard 
working may seek out financial aid. 
But at one point or another, most stu- 
dents planning to attend a four-year 
college will eventually take out a 
student loan. 

But here’s some bad news for all 
the would-be scholars: over the past 
weekend, the U.S. House of 


Representatives passed a bill calling 
for the removal of a whopping $12 


“Don't be too timid and squeamish 


billion from federal loan programs, 
making it the largest student aid cut 
in history. The cut was part of a bud- 
get reconciliation bill, designed to 
address the increasing national 
deficit. 

The plan is to cut these costs 
gradually within the next four years. 
According to the Wall Street 
Journal, interest rates for the 
Stafford loan are going to rise from 
as low as a 4.7 percent to a fixed 6.8 
percent. Because the rate on the 
Stafford loan was previously vari- 
able and changed every year, experts 
estimate that switching to a fixed 
rate will cost the families of students 
thousands of dollars after taking out 
the loan. 

As the cost of education contin- 
ues to rise, I can only imagine that it 
will become harder and harder to 
enter a quality institution. As a stu- 
dent who works full-time and takes 
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Unlike certain politicians’ children, not 
all of us can be hand-fed by Mommy 
and Daddy all through our twenties. 


classes full-time, I understand how 
difficult it is to manage time and 
barely cover the cost of tuition, even 
at a school like NECC, where class- 
es run at about a hundred dollars per 
credit, which is extremely cheap 
compared to major universities. 

It’s not to say that this wasn’t to 
be expected: over the past twenty 
years, Congress has been cutting and 
shaving off whatever they can spare 
from student aid. For example, the 
maximum Pell Grant amount award- 
ed to a student is $4,050, which is 


about your actions. All 


only half of what it was worth two 
decades ago. In fact, federal grants 
have gone from making up 60% of 
student aid to only 40% - in its place, 
federal loans make up the majority 
of aid available to students. 

At StudentAidAction.com, a 
State PIRG-sponsored site dedicated 
to fighting the cuts in the recent bill, 
statistics can be found as to how stu- 
dents in each state of the U.S. will be 
affected. In Massachusetts alone, 
there are over 172,000 student bor- 
rowers, while in New Hampshire 
there are around 37,000. 

Education, to me, doesn’t just 
mean having the skills to compete 
successfully in the job market. When 
you pursue an education, you’re not 
only bettering your chance of finan- 
cial successes, but you’re also bet- 
tering your social skills and personal 
self. People who can grasp education 
as an opportunity to better them- 
selves, in turn 
become better 
human beings. I 
think that the pur- 
suit of, as Milan 
Kundera once 
wrote, “something 
higher” will take 
you further in life 
than cheap 
degrees that are 
advertised on tele- 
vision. But does “something higher” 
always have to mean something 
pricier? Unlike certain politicians’ 
children, not all of us can be hand- 
fed by Mommy and Daddy all 
through our twenties. 

There’s a few things that you can 
do to protest the bill: check out 
StudentAidAction.com for more 
information on things you can do to 
help let Congress know higher edu- 
cation is not as expendable as they 
think. 


= 


life is an experiment. The more experiments you make the 


better.” 


- Ralph Waldo Emerson 


“Ask advice only of your equals.” 
- Danish Proverb 


“When anger rises, think of the consequences.” 
- Confucius 


“Men are not prisoners of fate, but only prisoners of their 


own minds.” 


- Franklin D. Roosevelt 


“They always say time changes things, but you actually 
have to change them yourself.” 
- Andy Warhol 


“When the character of a man is not clear to you, look at 


his friends.” 


- Japanese Proverb 


Gay-Straight Alliance 


fall survey results 


To the Editor: 


The Gay-Straight Alliance (GSA) 
of Northern Essex distributed a survey 
late last semester in an attempt to learn 
how Northern Essex students feel 
about the GSA in general and specifi- 
cally about the issues which are 
important to us. We thought the gener- 
al student population would be inter- 
ested in our results. We tabulated 356 
returns — 147 from males, 205 from 
females, and four respondents not 
identifying their sex. 

We were pleased to find that, in 
general, students did not disagree with 
the presence of a GSA on campus. 
NECC’s GSA has been active on this 
campus for over 15 years and has 
taken an increasingly active role in 
student life — sponsoring concerts, 
bake and book sales and contributing 
to a number of local charities. 

More than half of the students sur- 
veyed felt that participation in GSA 
“identifies you as a member of the gay 
community.” Based on the NECC 
GSA membership, this clearly is a 
mistaken assumption. GSA is about 
men and women of different races, 
backgrounds, and yes, sexual orienta- 
tions coming together and working on 
how we can make NECC a better 
place for all of us. As affirmed in our 
mission statement, the GSA’s goal is 
“to celebrate diversity in our college 
community, promote tolerance among 
its members and create awareness of 
issues that minorities face.” 

Both male and female respon- 
dents felt comfortable with the open 
displays of affection on campus, 
whether between gay or straight cou- 
ples and felt that gay couples should 
be allowed to adopt children. 


However, in general, females more 
often reported having gay friends and 
generally had a more positive attitude 
toward GSA and gay issues. 

Most of those who responded to 
the survey also felt that sexual orienta- 
tion is a choice. However, whether 
sexual orientation is a choice or a 
genetic disposition is still highly 
debated by the scientific community. 
We in the GSA feel it is important to 
keep an eye on the current research 
and keep an open mind on the com- 
plex issues related to sexual orienta- 
tion. Regardless, the strongest state- 
ment made by the students dealt with 
how they would feel if their child were 
gay. “Overwhelmingly, the survey 
showed that a child’s sexual orienta- 
tion would not impact on the love and 
support they would receive from their 
parents. 

NECC’s GSA is open to everyone 
on campus. The name of our college 
includes the word “community”. GSA 
encourages all students to be friends 
despite difference in the way we look, 
act, or believe. We are a group 
designed to support one another and 
the community. Our weekly meetings 
are held Friday in C108. We welcome 
any and all new members. 


Christina Crevatis 
GSA President 


Harry Guzman 
GSA Vice President 


Jenn Parshley 
GSA Secretary 


Cj Crivaro and Sandra DeVellis 
GSA Advisors 


Praise for Opinion 
editor’s stance on 
women’s health care 


To the Editor: 


I am a lover of student publica- 
tions still at age 86, for I was a 
Haverhill teacher and former principal 
who has known many an NECC stu- 
dent. It was with delight that I read 
Stacie Peters, whose article demon- 
strates that we are still in good hands. 
For when I see how the Christian 
movement today debases women and 
Bush hoodwinks people, I fear for our 
safety. Congratulations to Ms. Peters. 

She examines the not-so-family- 
friendly ‘Focus on the Family’ as she 
explains how it is speaking out against 
a vaccine that could prevent the 
Human Papilloma Virus in women. 
James Dobson, who hates gays and 
lesbians, supports Republicans and 
Bush (naturally) zealously speaks 
against condoms and birth control and 
is passionately against women’s health 
care rights and does not want this vac- 
cine available. Some Christian, huh? 
Ms. Peters is on the money! 

What is most galling is that these 
purported ‘Christians’ keep lying to 
young people in their never ending 
attempt at brainwashing them. They 
tell them condoms don’t work and pro- 
duce psychological problems. At the 
World Population Conference in 
Cairo, Egypt in 2004, it was revealed 


with these organizations tell villagers 
condoms make you sterile or, maybe, 
crazy. These people abhor medical sci- 
ence, believe in superstition, and have 
condemned many to a lifelong strug- 
gle with AIDS and other sexually 
transmitted diseases under the notion 
that all one needs to do is say “No.” Try 
to say no to a rapist or your incestuous 
dad or other relative. Perhaps these 
nonsensical fundamentalist Christians 
have never had a course in Human 
Development 101: some preteens and 
teens are not equipped with the tools to 
know how to say no and others have 
false notions about sexual reproduc- 
tion thanks in part to the so-called neo- 
Christian movement which would 
make Jesus turn over in his grave. 

Make no mistake, Focus on the 
Family, Pat Robertson, and _ the 
Christian Medical and _ Dental 
Association have the following in 
mind: make us a nation of superstition 
with regard to sexual reproduction, 
return women back to what they feel is 
their proper place, perhaps in the home 
sewing, stop research into medical sci- 
ence, promote an isolated view of the 
world, and send us back to the dark 
ages. 5 

Go get ‘em, Ms. Stacie Peters! 


Dante Ippolito 
Salem, NH 
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Please, eat me only 


because I’m delicious 


By DustTIN Luca 
Editor 


I saw an 
interesting 
bumper sticker 
today. It said, 
“Friends don’t 
let friends eat 
meat.” So, as 
any full-blood- 
ed American 
would do, I ran 
the car off the 
road and threw 


a cheeseburger at it. 

Actually... I did- 
n’t, mainly because 
I didn’t have a 
cheeseburger. I did 
have a Roast Beef 
sandwich, but it 
wasn’t worth sacri- 
ficing, not on the car 
anyway. If it was a 
truck, or maybe an 
SUV,."5 then, aE 
would’ve —_ found 
myself in a different situation. 

But seriously. What’s the beef 
with meat? After seeing this bumper 
sticker, I started to wonder. Is my 
sandwich going to kill me, take my 
girlfriend and try to protect my cat 
from the evil squirrels plotting to take 
over the world in 2012 to coincide 
with the end of the Mayan Calendar? 


Feb. 8, 2006 


I immediately consulted the Internet 
for an explanation in this matter. 

A very fast Google search tumed 
up many results for blue bumper 
stickers very closely resembling the 
one I saw. This sticker was a heavy 
favorite on sites with other phrases 
like, “Meat is Murder” and “Peta2,” 
the thrilling sequel to Petal. I also 
found a user profile on MySpace, an 
online web community full of per- 
verts, child molesters and lesser 
known Soap Opera stars, fully devot- 
ed to this new trend known as “vege- 
tarianism,” or whatever it’s called. 

The MySpace profile is what 
bothered me the most, though. It was 
full of very haunting pictures, includ- 
ing one of a hamster and, below it, the 
caption, “Whose Baby Died for Your 
Toothpaste?” 


———«,-. -@¢ > 


Are they putting hamsters, or maybe 
even hamster babies, in my toothpaste? 
Or... maybe roast beef is made out of 
hamster babies. I don’t know. 


Are they putting hamsters, or 
maybe even hamster babies, in my 
toothpaste? Or...maybe roast beef is 
made out of hamster babies. I don’t 
know. But I began to worry about the 
life I was leading. Before I had a 
chance to think any further into this 
shocking revelation into my heathen- 
like eating rituals, | saw another pic- 


ture, actually a banner ad this time 
around, that swept me off my feet. 

It featured a little chick, and next 
to it, the words, “I am NOT a 
Nugget!” 

Well... yeah. A chick isn’t a 
nugget. It’s a chick. When it becomes 
a nugget, it’s no longer a chick. This is 
all because of the Dustopian law of 
food conversion, a scientific process 
the peoplein my awesome nation use 
to make dinner every night. 

Now, I understand the point that 
these twisted witch doctors are trying 
to tell us. They’re trying to get us to 
realize that animals have feelings too. 
And coming from somebody who has 
personally gotten into fist fights with 
panda bears on several occasions, | 
know that, if gone about in the correct 
manner, animals do indeed feel pain, 
just like us. 

But what if we 
weren't the top of 
the food chain? I’m 
talking about going 
back to a_ time 
where the human 
race was fighting 
for that top position 
of culinary global 
domination. Back 
then, if we didn’t 
fight animals and kill them, then, 
well... we would have probably 
starved to death because nobody back 
then knew how to make a salad. 

The survival of the human race at 
one time depended on eating delicious 
animals, so why make it such a crime 
now? I think we should instate a new 
holiday for the entire world to cele- 


WORKING TOGETHER AS ONE TEAM | 
WITH NORTHERN ESSEX STUDENTS. 


Individuals with leadership potential can look forward 
to a rewarding career at UPS. Call us today and explore 
the benefits of working at the UPS Chelmsford Facility 

as a Part-Time Package Handler. 
(Must be able to lift parcels weighing up to 70 Ibs) 


peta2.com 


brate devoted specifically to eating 
animals. I’m not talking about a day 
like Thanksgiving, a holiday where 
we all eat turkeys, or Easter, a day 
where we all eat the Easter Bunny. 
I’m talking about a day devoted pri- 
marily to celebrating our Neanderthal 
roots of smashing cute critters in the 
face and cooking them in the name of 


Photo courtesy of Peta2.com 
our own survival. 
We could call it something awe- 
some, like Super Bowl Sunday. 


The writer of this column wel- 
comes and openly asks for any com- 
ments and feedback on this work. 
Those wishing to provide feedback 
can email dustin.luca@gmail.com. 


+? 


VARIOUS SHIFTS AVAILABLE clin ary A as 
Le A RN| CET UP TO $1,500 *PER SEMESTER 


LEARN 


Program| |N COLLEGE EDUCATION ASSISTANCE!!! 


* UPS Earn & Learn Program guidelines apply. 


GREAT STARTING WEEKLY PAY * MEDICAL & DENTAL 
401(K) * HOLIDAYS OFF + PAID VACATIONS 
UPS BONUS PROGRAM * AND MUCH MORE!!! 


APPLY ONLINE: 


www.upsjobs.com 


FOR MORE INFO: 978-441-3400 
UPS * 90 BRICK KILN ROAD * CHELMSFORD, MA 


An Equal Opportunity Employer 
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$500 Spurk 
Memorial 
Scholarship 


For Liberal Arts students, 
this scholarship is open to peo- 
ple who: 

-are residents of 
Merrimack Valley 

-are currently enrolled in a 
Liberal Arts program at NECC 

-have completed 12 or 
more credits in the Liberal Arts 
Progarm 

- have a 3.2 G.P.A. or better 

-submit a 200-500 word 
essay and an application by 
April 3, 2006 

Pick up applications at 
Financial Aid officein 
Haverhill or the Front Desk in 
Lawrence. Applications are 
also available online at : 

http://necc.mass.edu/finan- 
cial /genscholarinfo.shtml 


the 


Parnassus looking 
for members 


NECC literary arts maga- 
zine is looking for new mem- 
bers. 

The first staff meeting will 
be February 10 from 12:00 - 
1:00 in the Lounge outside of 
Clie 

For more information con- 
tact Ginger  Hurajt at 
978-556-34540r 
ghurajt@necc.mass.edu 


Free help with 
studying now 
available 


Career Planning is now 
offering : Study Skills, a work- 
shop that students can attend to 
learn useful strategies to make 
your study time more 

productive. 


Friday, Feb. 3 from 
12:00-1:00 


For registration and room 
location contact the Career 
Planning Center . 

Located at the One Stop 
Student Center or 978 556 
3722 


Sponsored by the Womens 
Network. 


Does your campus organiza- 
tion or office have something to 
announce in Campus Briefs? 
Please email information to 
observer@necc.mass.edu Be 
sure to include “campus news 
brief” in the subject line. 


Local Social Services face problems 
finding new foster homes 


Finding community 


foster homes is 
difficult in area 


By JEssIcA DEMARCO 
News Editor 


The foster care department of 
Haverhill and its surrounding 
towns are currently in a state of 
emergency. In Massachusetts alone 
there are 10,000 children in foster 
care, with 13 more every day. 

“When the economy struggles 
it seems to parallel the intake of 
abused children,” says Linda 
Saren, Social Worker Supervisor. 

“Put yourself in the place of a 
child, you are removed from your 
own house, and its no fault of your 
own, you have to leave the only 
parents you've ever known,” said 
Saren of the experience that foster 
children have as they are taken 
from their home. 

Often, they come into a waiting 
area, where they don't know where 
they are, or what they are doing 
there, and they will sit and wait till 
the Social worker is able to find a 
home. According to Saren the prob- 
lem is not finding a home, it is 
finding a home in the child's com- 
munity. 

“If we are lucky we can find a 
Kinship home which is someone 
who is in the family; possibly a 
grandmother or an aunt who is 
willing to take care of the child,” 
said Saren. 

“When I go to talk to groups 
most people say that they have 
thought about being a foster parent, 
and a lot of prospective parents are 


afraid that they may become 
attached to the child, but that is 
exactly the kind of people that we 
want,” admits Saren. 

Several attempts are being 
made constantly to get the word out 
of the problem that social services 
is facing, often Saren will go to the 
local YMCA to pass out flyers to 
help inform people of the situation 
at hand. 

The Social Service Department, 
however, always manages to find a 
home even if it means teaming up 
with other organizations around the 
state to find the right home for a 
child. “I remember when I was a 
social worker I spent 8 hours 
searching for a home, the social 
worker will not leave the child until 
a place is found,” says Saren. 

“The job that we ask them to do 
is difficult,” says Betsy Antrim a 
Family social worker in Haverhill. 
However, Saren states that she does 
not think it is a difficult process 
and emphasizes that DSS is here to 
support the family. 

“We also can accommodate to 
short and long term interests in fos- 
ter care, we have all types of chil- 
dren, all ages,” says Antrim. 
According to’ Saren the average 
foster care stay is between 3 and 18 
months. “If a child returns to a 
home than we consider this a suc- 
cess story, but part of the reason 
why we have loess homes is 
because some once temporary fos- 
ter homes have become permanent 
places for the foster child to live.” 

To become a foster parent you 
must be at least 18 years old, you 
can be of any marital status, and 
you have to have adequate space. 
DSS will do a criminal background 
check and the stipend is approx. 17 


Lawrence campus 
Chinese New Year 


Student Activities 
holds culture rich 
party for new year 


By GISELLE VEGA 
Contributing Reporter 


On Wednesday, Feb. 1, the 
Lawrence campus of NECC had a 
celebration for the Chinese New Year 
which began on Jan. 29th. There was 
delicious Chinese food that was 
ordered from Peking Garden in 
Lawrence and also homemade Crab 
Ragoons made by Olien Lu, Staff 
Assistant, and Dina Brown, 
Coordinator of Student Activities at 
NECC. 

They also had little gifts to give 
away such as necklaces with Chinese 
words, wooden bookmarks which 
Nancy Henry, PT Clerk III at the 
Lawrence campus would write your 
name on in Chinese, and cool tattoos 
which Nancy would translate for you 
as well. 

The gathering was set up and stu- 
dents and faculty were enjoying the 
food with a background of a video 
playing of the big celebration in 
China. 

Maria Martinez, an NECC stu- 


dent from NECC in Lawrence who is 
majoring in respiratory therapy, said, 
"I love Chinese food, but I'm on a 
diet." 

There were many colorful bul- 
letin boards decorated in red and 
gold that taught you more about the 
Chinese New Year. On the bulletins 
was information about the Chinese 
Zodiac which is based on a twelve 
year cycle, each year represented by 
an animal. This year is the Year of the 
Dog. The sign of the dog is known 
for loyalty and generosity. Usually 
people born under this sign are hon- 
est and faithful and make the best 


~ business partners, secret agents, 


teachers or activists. 

These are some traditions and 
customs that most Chinese people 
practice. On New Year's Eve shoot- 
ing off firecrackers is the Chinese 
way of forgetting the old year and 
welcoming in the New Year. On New 
Year's Day they don't wash their hair 
because it would mean that they 
washed away good luck for the New 
Year. They often wear red clothing 
because it's considered a bright, 
happy color that will bring a bright 
future. "2006, The Year of the Dog is 
considered to be very lucky that 
many couples waited till this year to 
get married", said Henry. Most 
Chinese families keep these tradi- 
tions because it provides the family 


Courtesy photo 
Pictured are foster mothers Alison Boissonnass and Sara King 


with children Henry Boissonnass, Hunter and Elizabeth King 


dollars a day, according to Social 
services. 

When a person decides that 
they want to further the process of 
becoming a foster parent they are 
put through an 8 week training 
called MAP training, which pre- 
pares them for what they are about 
to experience and is a source for 
any questions that the prospective 
parent would have. 

“J think that they get really 
inspired coming to these once a 
week classes,” says Saren of the 
training. “We are often finding 
that we have trouble placing babies 
these days also, we always try to 
make a match we never stick a 
child somewhere if there is an 
opening.” 

A child gets placed in foster 
care when a process of steps made 
have failed to provide the child 
with a safe environment. First,a 


report is filed by a mandated 
reporter, which is considered any 
adult if they suspect abuse, then the 
report gets decided if it is credible 
or not credible. If the report is 
found credible the an assessment 
period of 45 days where the social 
worker assigned to the family will 
meet with and assess the risk of the 
child, if needed parental classes are 
available, and according to Saren 
taking the child out of the home is 
a last case scenario in the steps 
made to protect the child. 

“These children are not dam- 
aged they are beautiful, we are 
looking for someone who is under- 
standing of child behavior, willing 
to learn, and flexible, we are not 
looking for a Dr. Phil, we are just 
looking for an open heart and 
home.” 
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National News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Teenage suspect in 
bar attack is killed 
in Arkansas 


GASSVILLE, Ark. (AP)}—The 
teenager suspected in a hatchet and 
gun attack inside a New England 
vay bar and in the killing of a 
policeman died Sunday after being 
wounded in a_ shootout with 
Arkansas officers. Authorities 
believe he also killed a woman he 
had picked up while driving 
through West Virginia. 

Jacob D. Robida, 18, died at 
Cox-South Hospital in Springfield, 
Mo., hospital spokesman Randy 
Berger said. 

Investigators said the high 
school dropout from New Bedford, 
Mass., had dabbled in Nazism, and 
police there said the attack that 
injured three men, one critically, at 
the Puzzles Lounge on Thursday 
was a hate crime. 

New Bedford police said 
Sunday they were still trying to 
determine what motivated Robida 
and if he had any help. 

“By no means is the investiga- 
tion is over,” said New Bedford 
police Capt. Richard Spirlet. 

“T wish he would have lived 
and gone on trial," said Dan 
Sheterom, 51, who lives above 
Puzzles Lounge and frequents the 
tavern, 


University of Georgia 
looks into alcohol and 
drug related deaths 
among students 


ATLANTA (AP)—University 
of Georgia leaders are exploring 
what can and should be done to 
prevent tragedies like the recent 
alcohol and drug-related death of a 
freshman from happening again. 

The university is planning a 
forum for students without faculty 
and administrators, to encourage 
frank discussion about alcohol and 
drug problems on campus, said 
Will Childs, student government 
association president. 

We recognize it's a problem," 
Childs said. ‘We want students to 
have the chance to candidly give us 
feedback and tell us what it's going 
to take." 

The university's discussion 
came shortly after Lewis Rockwell 
Fish, a 19-year-old freshman from 
Atlanta, died on Jan. 22 in his dorm 
room from what Clarke County 
Coroner Bobby Tribble said was a 
mixture of alcohol, cocaine and 
heroin. 

UGA police arrested five men 
on misdemeanor drug and alcohol 
charges as part of their investiga- 
tion in Fish's death. A 19-year-old 
wanted on a charge of possessing 
heroin also turned himself in. 
Police Chief Jimmy Williamson 
said the men were friends who 
were with Fish at one time or 
| another the night before he died. 


Political Analyst speaks at 
NECC’S Lawrence extension 


in the storm in 1978. 

According to Keller since that 
incident he had an experience with 
a news organization quite like this 
one in which he experienced what 


Jon Keller shares 


professional journey 


through the media 


By JeEssIcCA DEMARCO 
News Editor 


On Friday, Feb. 3, Jon Keller, a 
political analyst for various media 
networks, was featured as a White 
Fund Speaker at the Lawrence 
extension campus of Northern 
Essex Community College. 

In the presenation named 
“Covering Politics: One Reporter's 
Wild Ride,” Keller gave the audi- 
ence a view of what it was like 
reporting under certain circum- 
stances in his career. 

“The storm of '78, I can 
remember, I was traveling down 


Route 28 with a co-worker of 


mine, we had to go into work, the 
next four days I did not go home, I 
didn't even have the chance to 
shower, but that was when I real- 
ized that we were the life line for 
the community through the storm,” 
said Keller, as he recalled his role 


Jon Keller, political ana- 
lyst, spoke at NECC. 


5 = 


he considers the 3 C's , of media: 


comfort, communication, and 
community. 
Keller also offered some 


advice for opinionated commenta- 
tors. 

“Don't become too fixated on 
your own opinion, then you will 
start to produce a string of intoler- 
ance. I mean if you are a talk show 
host and you don't get calls, it’s not 
a good thing,” he joked. “I can 
remember the lonely feeling of 
being on an overnight show, and 
you get that one caller, and you just 
cling to them with all you have.” 

“He's fantastic, I knew him 
when he first started he's very ver- 
satile in the changing of the indus- 
try,” said Bruce Amold, WCCM 
Program Manager. 

Keller also went on to advise 
the media to look out for the little 
guys, stating “people in power 
already have a voice, what we 
need to do is to act as the voice for 
someone to speak, we need to have 


Ernie Greenslade of the 
Department with Jon Keller. 


ee ae 


the nerve to stand up to the big 
guys. 

Keller's reports are feature reg- 
ularly during CBS4 News and in 
addition he also presents a drive 
commentary on WBZ News 
Radio, with contributions to the 


Boston Magazine and the Boston, 


Herald. 

Before that, he has also held 
positions with TAB Newspapers 
and a number of radio. stations 
across the region including 
WCCM in Methuen. 

“The great myth of the New 
Hampshire primary being where 
retail campaigning still lives, is a 
flat out lie. All of the meetings are 
highly staged and a study at 
Dartmouth has shown that those 
town meetings are carefully 
planned photo ops,” is the state- 
ment that Keller decided to close 
his speech with and open the 
forum for questions and discus- 
sion. 

“T thought it was great, I'm a 
political junkie, he definitely called 
it the way it was,” said Richard 
Padova, a faculty member in the 
NECC History Department. 


NECC Public Relations 


Audience on the Lawrence Campus as Jon Keller opens up discussion 
All photos by Jessica DeMarco 


World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 
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Posters of kidnapped 
journalist are seen in 
Rome 


ROME (AP)—A poster show- 
ing an American journalist kid- 
napped in Iraq was hung from 
Rome's city hall Sunday in a sign 
of hope and solidarity. 

The poster of Jill Carroll wear- 
ing a black head scarf will remain 
on the city hall building atop 
Capitoline Hill until she is 
released, city officials said. Carroll 
was a graduate of the University of 
Massachusetts in Amherst, 

The image was lowered from a 
balcony overlooking the city hall 
piazza with no fanfare. In recent 
months, posters of other men and 
women kidnapped in Iraq or else- 
where have hung from the same 
spot. 

“As it did for other similar and 
hateful kidnappings, the city of 
Rome intends in this way to give 
its contribution in hopes of an 
immediate and positive solution to 
the event," a statement from the 
mayor's office said. 

Carroll, a 28-year-old free- 
lance reporter for the Boston-based 
Christian Science Monitor, was 
seized in Baghdad on Jan. 7. 


Rumsfield leaves 
military option open 
for Iran 


BERLIN (AP)—U:S. Defense 
Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld said 
all possibilities are still open in the 
dispute over Iran's nuclear pro- 
gram, including military action, a 
German newspaper _ reported 
Sunday. 

All options including the mil- 
itary one _ are on the table," the 
daily Handelsblatt quoted 
Rumsfeld as saying in an interview 
to appear in its Monday edition. 

At that gathering, Rumsfeld 
accused Tehran of sponsoring ter- 
rorism _ a point that he underlined 
in the Handelsblatt interview. 

Iran is the “main sponsor of 
terrorist organizations such as 
Hezbollah and Hamas," he was 
quoted as saying. 

Iran said Sunday it will hold 
talks with Moscow on the propos- 
al, a day after a senior Iranian offi- 
cial declared the proposal dead 
because Iran was referred to the 
UN. Security Council. 

Iran and the threat from 
Islamist terrorism dominated the 
conference Saturday. U.S. Defense 
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld 
appealed for Cold War style unity 
to confront the global terrorist 
threat and German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel insisted Iran could 
not be allowed to develop nuclear 
weapons 
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Give yourself peace of mind.. 


Know your status! 
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Rapid HIV Testing» 
Pregnancy Testing 
Make a confidential appointment today! 


775A Main Street, Haverhill 
978.521.4444 


MASSHEALTH ACCEPTED 


ALSO CHECK OUT LOW-COST 


@ “Below the waist” exams @ Birth control 


@ “Plan B” - Emergency contraception ® STD testing and treatment 


health ae 


REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH ® PREVENTION @ EDUCATION EXPERTS 


19 Broadway e Beverly @ 800.892.0234 ® wwwhealthg.org 
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Racial Profiling over the phone 


Racial profiling has 
become an issue over 
the phone 


By Eun Kyunc Kim 
Knight Ridder Papers 


Does black have a sound? 

James Robinson thinks it 
does. He says his recent inquiry 
over the telephone about an apart- 
ment was rebuffed because of his 
voice. It made him sound like the 
black man that he is. 

To test his theory, he asked 
two friends to call about the same 
two-bedroom apartment. One is 
African-American, the other 
white. Only the white person was 
told about the vacancy. 

Discrimination based on 
someone's voice, or linguistic 
profiling, happens more often 
than people realize because of its 
subtle nature. Most victims don't 
even know it has happened. 

"People understood, under 
Jim Crow, that was wrong 
because it was overt," said 
national linguistic expert John 
Baugh. "You had a sign that said, 
‘Coloreds don't eat here. 
Coloreds don't sit here.’ But when 
it's covert, when it's gone under- 
ground, that's the point it can 
escape detection." 

Baugh said many characteris- 
tics can be deduced about a per- 
son based on a voice over the 
telephone: gender, relative age, 
perhaps even what part of the 
country he or she is from. 


And most Americans will 
assume, correctly, a person's race. 
That alone isn't racist or discrim- 
ination, said Baugh, director of 
Washington University's African 
and African-American Studies 
Program. 

It only becomes profiling 
when someone offering products 
or services denies them to a caller 
because of that assumption. It 
could be a restaurant host turning 
away a caller seeking a dinner 
reservation despite availability, 
or a cab dispatcher telling a caller 
that the company doesn't service 
the area when it actually does. 

"Many people who engage in 
this type of discrimination do so 
with relative impunity because 
they're doing so in a context that's 
not face to face," said Baugh, 
who cautioned that people who 
sound Hispanic or foreign also 
can be targeted. 

Linguistic profiling has been 
investigated in a variety of fields, 
including country clubs, insur- 
ance, banking and home lending. 
It is perhaps monitored the most 
in the housing industry, though. 

Last month, a national fair- 
housing watchdog group filed a 
complaint with the federal gov- 
ernment about apartment com- 
plexes in five states that were 
alleged to have discriminated 
against black Hurricane Katrina 
evacuees seeking homes. 
According to telephone tests con- 
ducted by the National Fair 
Housing Alliance, whites were 
given incentives to rent and pro- 
vided more information about 


some apartments, while blacks 
were turned away, charged more 
or given different rental condi- 
tions 66 percent of the time. 

Telephone testing also is con- 
ducted throughout the St. Louis 
area by the region's Equal 
Housing Opportunity Council. 
The organization recently filed a 
complaint on behalf of Robinson, 
the St. Louis resident who was 
denied a chance to see an apart- 
ment offered to his white friend. 

Robinson, a mental health 
professional at Barnes-Jewish 
Hospital, sought a new place to 
live in August, shortly after his 
apartment complex changed man- 
agement. He noticed a "for rent" 
sign in front of a nearby building 
and called the number. He asked 
the woman who answered about 
two-bedroom apartments. 

The woman paused, then told 
Robinson she didn't think any 
were available. He asked her to 
check for sure, and she informed 
him she was just the answering 
service. Then she put the phone 
down. 

Robinson said he could hear 
the woman talking to another per- 
son, who asked: "What does he 
sound like?" 

A second woman came on the 
phone, asked him a few other per- 
sonal questions and told him the 
building had nothing available. 
When Robinson asked to speak to 
a manager, she hung up. 

That's when he got his friends 
to call the apartment complex a 
few days later. 

James Ladd, who is white, 


said he also was asked several 
personal questions, but he was 
soon told about space in the 
building and asked to leave a con- 
tact number. A manager called 
him back less than an hour later. 

"At that point, I called James 
and | told him, ‘I think you're on 
to something,'" Ladd said. 

Robinson. said he 
shocked. 

"Yes, I'm African-American, 
but it doesn't matter who you are 
or what you are—everybody's 
money is green,” he said. 

The equal housing council 
conducted its own testing on the 
complex and found — similar 
results. It filed a complaint on 
Robinson's behalf with the 
Missouri Commission on Human 
Rights, where it is under investi- 
gation. 

The manager of the complex 
referred calls to his lawyer, Alan 
Lobel, who denied the allega- 
tions, saying the complex "is a 
very racially mixed building." He 
declined further comment 
because of the investigation. 

Voice profiling cases are 
tough to win because investiga- 
tors need a preponderance of evi- 
dence to back up claims, said 
Donna Cavitte, executive director 
of the Missouri Commission on 
Human Rights. 

"You're looking at a scale, and 
the scale can't be even. It has to 
be heavily weighted on the side 
of the person bringing the com- 
plaint, and that's a hard standard 
to make," she said. "You might 
get enough to even it out to the 


was 


point of, who do you believe, but 
that's not enough to win." 

One suit that did succeed was 
a case against a Belleville, IIl., 
landlord who refused to rent to 
black tenants—and mistakenly 
said so to Katina Combs, a fair 
housing specialist with the hous- 
ing council. Combs spoke to the 
woman during a telephone audit. 

"As the conversation goes on, 
it's obvious she doesn't realize 
I'm African-American," she said. 

The landlord said "if she rent- 
ed to one (black), she would get 
complaints about three or four 
living in the apartment," and 
therefore had to be choosy. She 
then proceeded to make numer- 
ous racist remarks. 

"It's interesting what people 
will tell you over the phone 
because they assume you are ofa 
certain ethnic group or a certain 
trace," Combs said. 

The case settled last year, 
with the landlord paying the 
housing council $5,000 to reim- 
burse resources used in the inves- 
tigation and for its "frustration of 
mission." 

Robinson said all he wants in 
his case is an apology. 

"It was hurtful, and it was 
degrading. I want this to be 
exposed. I want education td 
come out of this," he said. "I want 
people to know that this sort of 
thing exists. Where in years past, 
it was more confrontational and 
in your face, now it's more subtle, 
and the technique has been rede- 
fined, but the outcome is still the 
same." 


Groundhog Day leaves speculation to how exactly 
the cute, fuzzy little creatures are wired 


Scientists out to find 
the reasons for long 


winter 5 sleep 


By LAURA BEIL 
Knight Ridder Papers 


For some scientists, every day 
is Groundhog Day. But these 
researchers aren't looking for a 
shadow. 

They're trying to figure out 
how groundhogs—or any other 
hibernating creatures—annually 
put themselves into a state of near 
biological standstill. Body tem- 
perature plummets, metabolism 
nearly shuts down, and heart rate 
slows to something just shy of 
dead. Something transforms these 
normally warm-blooded, scurry- 
ing animals into cool, limp balls. 

But what? 

The answers could have pro- 
found implications for humans. 
Unraveling the mystery of hiber- 
nation is necessary for the allur- 
ing prospect of deep-space travel. 
If future generations are to 
endure an interplanetary journey, 


researchers must learn how to use 
the tools of a hibernationlike sus- 
pended animation. 

More immediately, scientists 
believe the secrets of hibernation 
could drive dramatic advances in 
organ transplantation, stroke 
treatment, injury survival and 
even weight control. 

"Why is it that this animal can 
eat like an obese person for sev- 
eral months and then shut off for 
a number of months?" asked 
Gregory Florant of Colorado 
State University. Florant studies 
groundhogs—with their day com- 
ing Thursday, this is the time of 
year his phone rings a lot—trying 
to understand how their energy 
regulation can shift so dramati- 
cally. 

Contrary to popular percep- 
tion, hibernating animals don't 
doze off for the winter and wake 
up in the spring. Hibernation is 
not sleep. An animal will periodi- 
cally rouse and then slip back 
down into a dormant state known 
as torpor. 

The hallmark of hibernation is 
a dramatic rise and fall in metab- 


olism—wild swings in body tem- 
perature and blood flow that a 
person could not withstand. One 
reason that strokes and heart 
attacks are so damaging, or that 
organs harvested for transplant 
last only hours, is that the tissues 
can't survive when they're choked 
of circulation, then flooded again 
with blood. 

Since so many different mam- 
mals can hibernate, scientists 
believe the ability for human tis- 
sue to survive similar ebbs and 
flows of metabolism is probably 
buried in the genetic code. 

"We are mammals, therefore 
we share genes with other mam- 
mals that can do this," Florant 
said. In 2004, German scientists 
writing in the journal Nature 
described the hibernation of a 
lemur species in Madagascar, the 
first primate discovered to have 
this ability. 

The genetics—or the bio- 
chemical explanation—of hiber- 
nation remains a mystery. "We 
haven't discovered what complex 
of genes are directly involved," 
Florant said. 


But researchers have recently 
discovered important insights to 
the process. For example, Hannah 
Carey and her colleagues at the 
University of Wisconsin School 
of Veterinary Medicine have 
examined how long a liver from a 
rat can survive outside the body, 
compared with a liver harvested 
from a hibernating ground squir- 
rel. 

Last year, she reported that a 
rat liver showed considerable 
decline after being outside the 
body for 72 hours. But a liver 
from a hibernating squirrel could 
last an astonishing 96 hours with 
minimal damage. 

One reason, she says, is that 
the liver from the ground squirrel 
was embedded with a healthier 
density of microscopic blood ves- 
sels after cold storage. The organ 
also appears to have a muted 
inflammatory response—a natur- 
al reaction to injury that damages 
tissues that have been subjected 
to low blood flow. 

The next step, she says, is to 
find the biochemical mechanisms 
that enable these protections. "We 


want to learn how they do it," she 
said. 

Scientists have also recently 
reported findings that help 
explain the protection of brains of 
hibernating animals, and even 
some of the tools their bodies use 
to survive without food. 
Researchers from the University 
of Minnesota Duluth, for 
instance, reported last year that 
hibernating squirrels’ hearts pro- 
duce enzymes that enhance»the 
breakdown of fat for fuel and 
ease the movement of calcium 
within cells. Heart cells need cal- 
cium to contract. 

With these and other discoy- 
eries, scientists hope to eventual- 
ly understand one of the animal 
kingdom's most remarkable feats. 

"We have clues, but we don't 
know how it all fits together,” 
said Sandra Martin of the 
University of Colorado School of 
Medicine. 

One day, however, the inner 
workings of the groundhog may 
come out of hiding for good. 
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“Music in the 
Middle” series will 
showcase local talent 


By MELISSA CARON 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


On Feb. 15 at noon in the 
Behrakis Student Center cafeteria, 
the campus “Music in the Middle” 
concert series will kick off with an 
acoustic performance by two NECC 
faculty members who are part of a 
band called Eclipse. Alan Foucault, 
the director of the 
NECC Distance 
Learning program, 
will sing and play 
bass, and Joe Rizzo, 
a NECC sociology 
professor, will play 


This 


aR ai al Dob, 


gives 
opportunity for 


Led Zeppelin, Yes, and Genesis; 
Rizzo's influences are The Beatles 
and Carlos Santana. However, since 
most of the band's lead singers 
through the years have been female, 
much of their chosen repertoire is 
unexpected. 

Said Foucault, “We've always 
played with female singers, so we 
know a lot of 'girl' songs - Britney 
Spears, Melissa Etheridge... we 
even did (Avril Lavigne's) 'Sk8r Boi' 
for a while.” 

Attendees at this month's 
“Music in the Middle” performance 
can expect a 30 to 40 minutes set of 
six to eight songs, 
possibly consist- 
ing of covers of 

“Love Song” 
as performed by 
311, “The One I 
Love” by REM, 
Dave Matthews' 


an 


gute f people to enjoy «where Are You 
oucault an . Going,” and 
eis “cid live performances. pee oe e 
Rock 'n' roll hack- - Ken Langer Incubus. 


ers” according to 
Foucault, met more 
than 30 years ago 
when Foucault was 
an NECC studentand Rizzo was a 
professor. Since then, they have 
been the core members of a cover 
band that has played in venues 
throughout New England. 

The two other members of 
Eclipse—lead singer Rebecca Jantz 
and drummer Matt Forsing—will 
not be attending Feb. 15's perfor- 
mance. 

According to Foucault, Eclipse 
is accustomed to playing high-ener- 
gy dance music, complete with 
amplifiers, drums and keyboards. 
This acoustic set will be a departure 
for them. 

Foucault lists as his influences 


The “Music in 
the Middle” con- 
cert series is the 
creation of NECC's new music coor- 
dinator, Ken Langer. Langer holds a 
Ph.D. in music theory and composi- 
tion from Kent State University, a 
master's in Music from Radford 
University and a bachelor's in music 
education from James Madison 
University. He is eager for the 
opportunity to present local talent, 
and sees the monthly concert series 
as a possible vehicle for such talent. 

“Students can't always come to 
evening performances,” said 
Langer. “This gives an opportunity 
for more people to enjoy live perfor- 
mances.” 

The concept is that local talent 
will be showcased in the middle of 
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From left: Eclipse band members Joe Rizzo and Alan Foucault perform at a 2003 
Northern Essex Community College event. 


each month, in the middle of the 
week, in the middle of the day, in 
the middle of the campus; or more 
specifically, on the second or third 
Wednesday of the month, at noon, in 
the cafeteria of the Behrakis Student 
Center on the Haverhill campus. 
Two other concerts are already 
scheduled. On March 8, Langer 
himself will perform on guitar and 
voice, and on April 19, NECC stu- 
dents from the Performance 
Ensemble II class will be featured. 
Langer said that the series does 
not necessarily have to feature 
musical acts, as long as they are live 


performances. He said that he 
would like to see theatrical perfor- 
mances as well, such as scenes from 
upcoming plays or improvisational 
skits. 

The general idea is “to provide 
opportunities for students and facul- 
ty to perform for the campus com- 
munity,” said Langer. 

Eclipse's Feb. 15 performance 
will mark the premiere of the 
“Music in the Middle” concert 
series. 

Foucault said that he and Rizzo 
are both busy professionals, and that 
this “gig” will be their first in a year, 


Marketing a CD that can take a 


By MarTHA McKay 
The Record (Hackensack, N.J.) 
(KRT) 


HACKENSACK, N.J.—Call me 
naive, but when compact discs came 
on the market in the early 1980s, | 
thought they were indestructible. 

Vinyl scratched, but you could 
manhandle these new CDs and they 
would still play your tunes perfectly. 

Then I heard that digitally 


induced "thwub-thwub" from a dam- 
aged disc and realized the technology 
had flaws. 

Until now, disc makers have con- 
centrated their efforts on packing 
more data and introducing new for- 
mats - CD-R, CD-RW, and DVD. But 
in December, a tiny Colorado start- 
up with New Jersey roots rolled out 
an invention called the Scratch-Less 
Disc aimed at preventing a treasured 
disc from ending up as a coaster. 


KRT photo 


Tiny nubs around the CD’s edge prevent it from 
becoming scratched when it is placed on a flat surface. 


The brainchild of Todd J. 
Kuchman, a Hunterdon County, N.J., 
native, the disc is made with a series 
of 20 tiny bumps around the edge 
that raise it off a flat surface just 
enough to shield the important 
underside. They use a General 
Electric-engineered polymer coating 
to add a layer of protection. 

Kuchman, founder of Denver- 
based Scratch-Less Disc Industries, 
makes sure to say his disc is "virtual- 
ly" scratchless - you can take a nail to 
the thing and it will be damaged. 

But the patented bump system 
protects the disc from damage caused 
by day-to-day handling, he 
explained. 

Kuchman, 35, came up with his 
idea in 2000 after he and his brother 
Jay, a co-founder, watched a big 
stack of discs fall and slide across a 
table at a Denver rodeo where the 
brothers went to watch some bull- 
riding. 

"Todd said to me, ‘If those things 
had little bumps on them, they 
wouldn't get ruined," and I said, 
‘You're kidding me," Jay Kuchman 
recalled. 

Todd Kuchman remembers feel- 
ing sorry for the teenage girl selling 
the CDs and thinking, "That's just 
wrong - there's got to be a better way 
to prevent that from happening." 

He went home that night and 


worked until 3 a.m., using a solder- 
ing iron to create tiny bumps on a 
disc, and putting it into a player to 
test his theory. 

The brothers, then selling high- 
end exercise equipment, along with 
pal Sean Brooks, another thirty- 
something New Jersey native, decid- 
ed that week to file a patent on the 
bump idea and go into business. 

A year later, the trio formed a 
company. 

We're just three guys from Jersey 
with a good idea," the ebullient 
Brooks said in January at the 
International Consumer Electronics 
Show in Las Vegas, where the com- 
pany touted its product. Brooks and 
Todd Kuchman met on their first day 
of college at Monmouth University. 
Brooks is now director of global 
sales. 

cratch-Less Disc claims its CD, 
available in a 700-megabyte CD-R 
format, works in 99 percent of all 
disc players. Kuchman and his team 
of six employees (they use an outside 
sales force) plan to roll out a CD-RW 
format soon and DVD formats by the 
spring. 

The CD-R disc is more expen- 
sive than regular discs but Kuchman 
believes people concerned about pro- 
tecting their digital data, from music 
to photos, will be willing to pay a 
premium. They're about $1 each, 


aside from open-mike nights. The 
band is planning to schedule more 
shows for this spring and summer. 

“We're good friends, so we have 
a lot of fun,” Foucault said of the 
band's performances. Then he 
joked, “I didn't know there was 
going to be publicity - now we'll 
have to rehearse.” 


Anyone interested in performing 
in the “Music in the Middle” con- 
cert should contact Ken 
Langer, musical director of NECC. 


series 


licki 
although the company is still "testing 
price points," Kuchman said. 

Analyst Wolfgang Schlichting, 
research director at technology con- 
sulting firm IDC and an expert on 
digital storage, said the larger CD 
manufacturers are watching Scratch- 
Less Disc to see how the company's 
products fare in the marketplace. 
Kuchman's company paid IDC to 
conduct a survey to see if consumers 
have problems with damaged discs 
and would be willing to pay more for 
a disc that doesn't scratch. More than 
half said they would. 

The bumps "are a unique idea," 
said Schlichting. Other companies 
are putting stronger protective coat- 
ings on their discs, but the bumps on 
Scratch-Less Discs are visible. 
"That's a clear benefit - everybody 
can see if it's a better-protected disc 
or not," said the analyst. 

In addition to selling its own 
blank discs, Scratch-Less Disc also 
wants to license its technology to 
music and entertainment companies 
that sell CDs and DVDs. 

chlichting thinks they have a 
chance. 

"They've got to play their cards 
right," he said, adding they are 
"increasing their market awareness 
and if they could catch on - they're a 
small company and they have to find 
the right partners," he said. 


J 
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America’s latest frivolous lawsuit 


Louisiana man is 
suing Apple for all 
the wrong reasons 


By DusTIN LUCA 
Editor 


As if the 
world couldn't 
get any more 
pathetically 
stupid, a 
Louisiana man 
is suing Apple, 
the computer 
technology 
company 
behind the cre- 
ation of the iPod, because its pre- 
miere music playing device has the 
potential of causing hearing loss. 

In the lawsuit, the man says that 
the iPod packaging is “inherently 
defective in design and (is) not suf- 
ficiently adorned with adequate 
warnings regarding the likelihood 
of hearing loss.” Additionally, in 
the suit, the plaintiff adds that he 
doesn't believe the device has per- 
sonally damaged his own hearing, 
but he still feels a suit is necessary 
for the greater good of humanity. 
Either that, or he has run out of 
money for his festering drug habit. 

None of the details of this suit 
are a joke, by the way. 


This is almost as ridiculous as 
somebody’ driving past a 
McDonalds and suing the company 
because he or she sees fat people 
walking out of the cholesterol-laden 
culinary whorehouse that many of 
us have grown to either hate or 
become obese as a result of. 

Another thing the plaintiff 
demands is that Apple start imple- 
menting better methods of volume 
control and a lower maximum vol- 
ume setting to prevent future hear- 
ing loss in Apple’s prized target 
audience, which is rumored to be 
ten year-olds. And I imagine that 
with the iPod Nano, a hybrid music 
and video-playing device being 
stolen by high-school bullies across 
America, a suit will follow this 
awkward suit because the colors on 
the Nano's screen are too bright and 
at some point could cause cancer in 
the eyes. 

Anyway, as the gentleman men- 
tioned in his suit, he is suing Apple 
because the packaging is “inherent- 
ly defective in design.” I'll tell you 
what is inherently defective in 
design, other than this guy's brain of 
course—the iPod Shuffle. The 
Shuffle is simply a white music 
player with a few buttons, a USB 
port and a headphone jack. The 
device doesn't even have a screen! | 
personally own a Shuffle, and 
unfortunately don't know the names 
of any of the songs | steal from the 
Internet because I never even get a 


chance to see their names when lis- 
tening to them. 

Being said, | think it's under- 
standable that the sole intent of the 
Shuffle is to lower America's 
awareness of its surroundings, start- 
ing with not allowing a customer to 
know what song he or she is listen- 
ing to. If we don't do something to 
stop this right now, then it will sim- 
ply be a matter of time before we 
start having to deal with unwarrant- 
ed wiretaps and email searches 
from the government. 

I fear I have digressed. Let's get 
back to the moron who's suing 
Apple. 

I will admit that the guy is on 
the right track for wanting to sue. 
He's just suing for the wrong rea- 
sons. Personally, I have very deep- 
seated issues with Apple's approach 
to advertising - a black silhouette on 
a colored background bearing a 
solid white iPod and tweaking out 
like the device is imposing epileptic 
seizures on him or her (though, I 
should mention that the silhouette is 
made genderless to better reflect the 
fact that actors are dangerous space 
robots). Apple's black-on-vibrancy 
ad campaign is a degenerate ploy to 
get America's youth to resort to 
starting drug habits and kicking 
puppies off of highway overpasses. 
That, and becoming epileptic by 
choice, which I guess is a self- 
imposed measure intended to pre- 
vent kids from even being able to 


Oscar nominations got 


By RANDY MYERS 
Knight Ridder Newspapers 
(KRT) 


Oscar nailed it Tuesday morn- 
ing, unveiling one of its most 
impressive and thoughtful lists of 
nominees in years. 

Dark horses such as "Capote" 
and "Munich" pulled from behind to 
land well-deserved spots in the best- 
picture category, while relative act- 
ing newcomers such as Terrence 
Howard ("Hustle & Flow") and Jake 
Gyllenhaal ("Brokeback Mountain") 
woke up early Tuesday morning to 
find themselves in the running with 
veterans such as David Strathairn 
("Good Night, and Good Luck") and 
William Hurt ("A History of 
Violence"). 

Even though the sorrowful love 
story "Brokeback Mountain" is an 
early odds-on favorite for the prize, 
having lassoed a leading eight nom- 
inations, it faces some tough compe- 
tition. The film about two gay cow- 
boys wrestling with feelings they 
don't understand could find itself 
riding off into the sunset empty- 
handed should the riveting racial 
drama "Crash," an upset winner at 
Sunday's SAG ceremony, gain even 
more momentum. 

As in past years, what was left 
off the list proves just as telling as 
what is on it. Here are my thoughts 
on what the Oscar nominators got 
right and what they got wrong. 


Best Picture 

NOMINEES: "Brokeback 
Mountain," "Capote," "Crash," 
"Good Night, and Good Luck," 
"Munich" 

SNUBBED: There are so many: 


The elegant love story that is also a 
political thriller, "The Constant 
Gardener"; the humorous, painfully 
aware divorce drama "The Squid 
and the Whale"; the crowd-pleasing 
Johnny and June Cash biopic "Walk 
the Line"; the Depression-era box- 
ing movie "Cinderella Man"; Woody 
Allen's unsettling Hitchcockian 
drama "Match Point." 

BUT WHY?: No quibbles here, 
it's a fine list. 

SURPRISES: Although enor- 
mously deserving, "Capote" did lit- 
tle at the box office, usually a 
turnoff for Oscar voters. And 
although it was one of Spielberg's 
riskiest masterpieces, "Munich's" 
even-handed tone divided many. It 
seemed "Walk the Line" might have 
a lock on a nomination, but after last 
year's "Ray," it must have felt like 
more of the same. Considering the 
competition, the strong yet tradi- 
tional biopic didn't belong. 


Best Actor 

NOMINEES: Philip Seymour 
Hoffman for "Capote"; Joaquin 
Phoenix, "Walk the Line"; Heath 
Ledger, "Brokeback Mountain"; 
David Strathairn, "Good Night, and 
Good Luck"; Terrence Howard, 
"Hustle & Flow." 

SNUBBED: Ralph Fiennes for 
his heartbreaking performance as a 
British diplomat who uncovers the 
truth behind his activist wife's death 
in "The Constant Gardener"; Eric 
Bana for his sweaty brilliance as 
leader of a secret Israeli group seek- 
ing payback for the Olympic 
killings in "Munich"; a right-on-tar- 
get Jeff Daniels as a self-absorbed 
academic going through a messy 
divorce in "The Squid and the 
Whale." Also KO'd was a tender- 


hearted Russell Crowe as 
Depression-era boxer Jim Braddock 
in "Cinderella Man." 

BUT WHY?: Oscar got it right 
again; although Fiennes and Daniels 
were on equal footing with Phoenix 
and Howard in this category. 

SURPRISES: Howard, who was 
remarkable in "Crash" and brought 
some life to "Get Rich or Die 
Tryin'." Keep an eye on this actor, 
he'll be nominated again. 


Best Actress 

NOMINEES: Judi Dench in 
"Mrs. Henderson Presents"; Reese 
Witherspoon, "Walk the Line"; 
Felicity Huffman, "Transamerica"; 
Charlize Theron, "North Country”; 
Keira Knightley, "Pride and 
Prejudice." 

SNUBBED: The always reliable 
Laura Linney was seamless yet 
again as an author dealing with 
divorce, a new love and two strug- 
gling sons in "The Squid and the 
Whale," and Joan Allen was perfect 
as a mother coiling with rage after 
her husband unexpectedly drops out 
of her life in "The Upside of Anger." 

BUT WHY?: Why? Why? Why? 
Dench gives an I-could-do-this-in- 
my-sleep performance as a theater 
owner who resurrects her flailing 
theater by having the actresses go 
nude in "Mrs. Henderson Presents.” 
And Witherspoon is fine as June 
Cater Cash, but is that really the best 
performance by an actress this year? 
I think not. 

SURPRISES: Knightley seemed 
like a long shot, since she was mis- 
cast as a plain-jane Jane Austen 
character. 


Best Director 


NOMINEES: Ang Lee for 


Dustin Luca photo 


Stupid, stupid, stupid Shuffle. 


kick puppies off of highway over- 
passes. Don't ask me how this is 
even possible. It just is. 

After seeing one of these ads for 
the first time, which was on a vege- 
tarian website majestically knighted 
with the name “PETA2,” I not only 
found myself facing an overwhelm- 
ing urge to start eating live cows but 
also had to hold myself back from 
breaking into dance. 

Then, I would probably have to 
deal with the Louisiana man suing 
me for being inherently defective in 


it right, 


"Brokeback Mountain"; Paul 
Haggis, "Crash"; Bennett Miller, 
"Capote"; George Clooney, "Good 
Night, and Good Luck"; Steven 
Spielberg, "Munich." 

SNUBBED: Veteran filmmakers 
Terrence Malick ("The New 
World"), Woody Allen ("Match 
Point") and David Cronenberg ("A 
History of Violence") have to sit this 
one out as upstarts Miller and 
Clooney took their place among the 
contenders. Some thought Fernando 
Meirelles of "The Constant 
Gardener" would nudge his way 
onto this list, but "Gardener" failed 
to take root with Oscar voters. 

BUT WHY?: Oscar voters aced 
this category. 

SURPRISES Miller's name pop- 
ping up here. In his first feature 
film, Miller evoked feelings so 
expertly in "Capote" that it seemed 
like a veteran was at the helm. 


Best Supporting Actor 

NOMINEES: George Clooney 
for "Syriana"; Jake Gyllenhaal, 
"Brokeback Mountain"; William 
Hurt, "A History of Violence"; Matt 
Dillon, "Crash"; Paul Giamatti, 
"Cinderella Man." 

SNUBBED: Clifton Collins Jr. 
as the condemned-to-hang killer 
Perry Smith in "Capote"; Jesse 
Eisenberg and Owen Kline as broth- 
ers coping with divorce in "The 
Squid and the Whale"; Richard 
Jenkins as a Minnesota miner who 
stands up for his daughter in "North 
Country.” 

BUT WHY?: Clooney as a 
ready-to-retire CIA agent in 
"Syriana." He fattened up for the 
role, but it was a lean part and a 
good, not spectacular, performance. 

SURPRISES: Gyllenhaal for 


design and not being sufficiently 
adorned with either an adequate 
brain or a similarly adequate sense 
of style, both of which I lost 
because of my Shuffle. 

Stupid Shuffle. It doesn't even 
tell me what song I'm listening to. 


The writer of this column wel- 
comes and openly asks for any com- 
ments and feedback on. this work 
Those wishing to provide feedback 
can email dustin luca@gmail.com. 


mostly 


"Brokeback" and Hurt for "A 
History of Violence." Both actors 
were wonderful, but their strong 
performances have often been over- 
shadowed by others in the cast. And 
really now, doesn't Gyllenhaal 
belong in the main actor category? 
Without his Jack, there would be no 
"Brokeback." 


Best Supporting Actress 

NOMINEES: Michelle Williams 
for "Brokeback Mountain"; 
Catherine Keener, "Capote"; Amy 


Adams, "Junebug"; Frances 
McDormand, "North Country"; 
Rachel Weisz, "The Constant 
Gardener." 


SNUBBED: Roberta Maxwell 
as the reserved mother with a tell-all 
face in "Brokeback Mountain"; 
Anne Hathaway as a wife who 
seems to know more than she 
reveals in "Brokeback Mountain"; 
Scarlett Johansson as a failed actress 
from the wrong side of the tracks in 
"Match Point"; Robin Wright Penn 
as a pregnant woman who briefly 
unravels after a chance encounter 
with an old flame in "Nine Lives"; 
and Thandie Newton as a woman 
threatened and then saved by a racist 
in "Crash." 

BUT WHY?: McDormand in 
"North Country." As usual, the 
Oscar winner was solid, but this per- 
formance wasn't one of her finest. 
Other actresses were far more 
deserving. 

SURPRISES: This 
seemed the most obvious. 


category 


OSCAR BROADCAST 

What: 78th Annual Academy 
Awards 

Where: ABC 

When: March 5, 8 p.m. EST 
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“You know | live by the sword, Susie. 
Unfortunately, we’re living in more 
of a gun culture.” 


A College Girl Named Joe by Aaron Warner 


SOMETIMES T 
THINK THIS COLLEEE 
1S OUT 10 GET ME! 


L601 APARKING TICKET 
WHY 70 YoU WHILE L WAS IN PAYING 
SAY THAT? FOR A PARKING TICKET. 


Crossword 
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6 Small valley 1 
10 Uses a laser EB 
weapon 7 
14 Irritate - 
15 Mixed bag ty Ez 
16 Black, in verse 
17 Ocean speck ee 
18 Extended family 
19 __ fide fae 
20 Basic nature 
22 Goods 
transporter 
23 Former Curtain 


by Aaron Warner 


MEN BURP, SCRATCH, AN? 


I'VE LEARNED LIFE EAT ENTIRE MEALS WITHOUT 
SOMETHING THIS 'S FULL OF | UTENSILS AND GIRLS STILL 24 Chin beard 
YEAR IN COLLECE, MYSTERY. WANT 10 GET MARRIED. 25 Bar-code reader 


29 Charged particle 

30 Touch tenderly 

31 Putin 

36 St. crossers 

37 Pennies 

39 Clinton's canal 

40 Evaluate anew 

42 Pay no heed to 

44 Pismire 

45 Radar gun’s 
target ; 

AG Bemoan notioner Services, Inc. 

50 Normandy town 

51 Wanted poster 
word 11 Concernin i 

52 Quivered 12 __ de loon Solutions 
convulsively 13 Plumber's 


Ai lts not 4 geod ideq for gids to 
follow rabbits with appein 
WAIT AMIS 


www.joshshalek.com http:// www.myspace.com, joshshalek 


| So, HE PRETTY MucH WANTS 
Y *) To DATE HIMSELF BoT WITH 
TP FIND KNox A 
GIRLFRIEND FoR VALENTINES... 
TT CeuLPNT FIND ONE LasT YEAR. 


57 Muscle spasms 

58 Coalition 

59 Wear away 

60 __ and now 

61 Do a fall chore 

62 Mature 

63 Organic 
compound 

64 Declare 

65 Perfume allure 


DOWN 
1 Long narrative 
poem 
2 Netting 
3 Actor Lugosi 
4 Of all time 
5 Saves 
6 Zhivago or 
Spock 
7 Comic Woody 
8 Ananias, for one 
9 Long, long time 
10 Serengeti 


helper 

21 Moon shape 

22 Sound quality 

24 Spread rumors 

25 Battle souvenir 

26 Stalactite site 

27 Length x width 

28 Scottish 
headland 

29 Bank pymt. 

31 Election 
winners 

32 Actress Russo 

33 Walked heavily 

34 Leprechaun 
land 

35 Forest denizen 

38 Ballpark fig 

41 _ -culottes 

43 Male and 
female 

45 Place setting 
item 

46 Wood-shaping 
machine 


Beg 
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47 Unworldly 52 Eastern 
being European 

48 Small-scale 53 Idle or Stoltz 

49 Tripod for 54 Hemp cord 
paintings 55 Utopia 

50 Reduce air 56 Fender blemish 
intake 58 Bikini part 
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One man’s hoodie is another man’s hell 


Kangaroo chic takes 
over NECC 


By Cory CoccHIARO 
Contributing Reporter 


For as long as I have lived and 
breathed, I have asked myself many 
questions. From questions as simple 
as “What time is dinner?” to the def- 
inition of human confusion “What is 
the meaning of life?” I spend many 
hours a day pondering every question 
my mind can imagine, and very few 
plague me enough to write an article 
in a college newspaper. However, 
one day as I was waiting for my 
friend's class to finish, I saw some- 
thing I never realized before. 
Something everyone . seems to 
acknowledge and yet not discuss, 
like some sort of silent invasion. As I 
noticed the situation around me, I 
tried to piece together an answer to a 


question that is in no way my field of 


expertise. With no particular knowl- 
edge of fashion, I’m still dumb struck 
with one complex question - “Why 
does everyone own a hoodie?” 

Ever since I began college I’ve 
noticed how everyone around me 
owns a hoodie. In my opinion I don’t 
think they’re very stylish or fashion- 
able at all. Just because you have 
something that’s a different color or 
supports a different team, that does- 
n’t make it a different article of cloth- 
ing. I see so many people in college 
halls wearing hoodies it’s almost eas- 
ier to identify a student by a logo 
they don on their chest so frequently. 


There’s so many different looks of 
hoodie any person could like one, 
whether you prefer black with a band 
logo or gray with a large print of the 
university you attend. Even if you 
respect the rules of fashion by mak- 
ing sure all accessories match and put 
serious money into how you dress, a 
hoodie still manages to be in a per- 
son's wardrobe. I know I’m not a 
member of fashion police, but I won- 
der sometimes if everyone wearing 
this same article of clothing is a good 
idea or a bad one. In an environment 
like college where you can be your 
own individual, why does an article 
of clothing that is only different by 
color worn so frequently? 

Whether it’s red, green, or hot 
pink, hoodies has the same awkward 
kangaroo pouch in the front and bor- 
ing one size hood in the back. A large 
thick weaving of cotton with no 
shape or complimenting features. | 
try and think of why so many people 
in the area would wear something 
that doesn’t make any build look flat- 
tering. My mind tries to think of 
every other possibility of why hood- 
ies are given so much credit. I 
thought to myself—maybe it’s 
because they serve a function that 
everyone wears one. I figured since 
they’re thick cotton that people may 
wear them to keep themselves warm, 
but then I thought to myself, why 
would someone walk out of the 
house in a lumpy cotton sweater 
instead of a fashionable jacket? 
Perhaps it was the pocket that attracts 
so many people to wear them day by 
day. However, the functions of even 
those pockets are used poorly, since 


the only thing I ever notice people 
putting in them is their own hands. 
That’s a problem a pair of gloves 
could solve, and probably much 
more effectively 
then a_ pocket. 
The finally I 
thought to 
myself ait 
should be obvi- 
ous, the HOOD 
of the hoodie is 
what their pri- 
mary function is, 
right? Absolutly 
not! From my 
experiences the 
hood is the most 
useless part of 
the entire hood- 
ie. It never fits 
properly, and 
most rain I’ve 
ever came across 
has the capabili- 
ty to go through 
cotton. It simply protects your hair 
from getting completely soaked by 
making your entire head mildly 
damp. With no protective or compli- 
mentary perks to wearing one, I still 
ponder why all of these people still 
wear them on a daily basis. 

I suppose there are a few advan- 
tages to owning a hoodie, but nothing 
spectacular enough that everyone 
who goes to college must wear it. I 
suppose the only few things I found 
good about them is that they are both 
comfortable and cheap. Pajamas are 
also comfortable, and pajama pants 
can even be cute once in a while, but 
in my opinion are in the same cate- 


. Horoscopes 


gory as hoodies—not to be wom 
every day on a constant basis. It’s 
understandable for a hoodie to be 
seen this frequently in two locations, 


a gym and in your own house. But 
this large fluff of clothing manages to 
make it’s way on the bodies of every 
college student, as if they were given 
to them at the same time as their 
books. Different prints, colors and 
pictures are seen on them, but in 
every crowd there seems to be some- 
one intentionally hiding themselves 
under a tent of thick cloth. 

I know I’m not a person who 
should be ridiculing fashion, since I 
have been guilty of breaking many 
key laws. But it just seems so odd to 
me that so many different people 
decide to choose the same article of 
clothing when there seems to be 


more alternatives. Trying to keep 
warm has an endless possibility of 
sweaters and jackets below extra 
large. Trying to keep dry from the 
rain? Try a jacket with a 
water roof hood. If you need 
something with a lot of pock- 
ets, why not put things in 
your other pockets or bag. 
Most coats have more than 
one pocket, and the pockets 
on them you can usually 
close and not loose anything. 
Keeping warmer could be 
solved by wearing thicker, 
darker materials, but you can 
do it without being complete- 
ly covered in clothing and 
hiding yourself. 

In a world of possibili- 
ties, when fashion is begin- 
ning to be more accessible to 
the common public, it still 
boggles my mind why every- 


Melody Martinez photo One owns a hoodie. | guess I 


should just try not to under- 
stand fashion, and just accept the fact 
everyone decides to wear comfort- 
able clothing. | suppose I’m just 
waiting for something different to 
arrive that can be warm and still not 
look like an Australian animal to take 
over what the traditional style of col- 
lege is. I’m not trying to cast a judg- 
ment on anyone who wears them, 
and I use to own one myself, but after 
a while they all look the same, and 
looking the same for an extended 
period of time can be boring. I know 
very little about fashion, but if you 
want to be individual, try not wearing 
a hoodie, because everyone else 
already has one. 


ARIES (March 21- 
April 20) Past romantic 
triangles or social disrup- 
tions may briefly reoccur 
this week. Use this time to thorough- 
ly address outdated emotions or 
repeated doubts. Before Thursday, 
many Aries natives will challenge 
negative attitudes and bring clarity 
to stalled relationships: remain atten- 
tive and expect intimate discussions 
to be productive. Friday through 
Sunday, yesterday's debts may prove 
bothersome. Carefully finalize all 
ea tenn legal decisions may soon 

e announced. 


2) 


Aries 


TAURUS (April 21- 
May 20) Joint business 
ventures will this week 
bring positive gains. Over 
the next four days, expect 
key officials to redefine important 
workplace roles. Accept all new 
assignments with cheerful optimism: 
public reputation, social skills and 
long-term business goals may soon 
be re-evaluated. Wednesday through 
Saturday, a close friend may plan a 
unique family or group celebration. 
Unusual social requests may now 
cause tension: if possible, avoid 
complex romantic triangles. 


fe) 


Taurus 


GEMINI (May 21- 

June 21) Unfulfilled 
workplace promises or 

Gente past flirtations may this 
week need to be redefined. Before 
Thursday, expect a close friend to 
ask for special consideration or push 
for bold statements of affection. 
Private discussions or hidden agen- 
das will no longer strain vital rela- 
i ips: stay focused and expect 


new in the weeks to 


come. Friday through Sunday, a 
powerful wave of romantic aware- 
ness arrives. Remain alert: long-term 
friends may ask probing questions. 


Te | CANCER (June 22- 
« ) July 22) Minor disputes 
between friends or older 
relatives will be steadily 
resolved this week. Firmly held 
opinions and fast social judgments 
may soon seem irrelevant: let all 
fade and expect new agreements to 
provide strong direction. Later this 
week, a close friend or relative may 
announce an unexpected job change 
or plan for relocation. Provide 
encouragement: before mid-March, 
new business information or last 
minute legal permissions will delay 
controversial financial decisions. 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 
22) Over the next six 
L days, physical and emo- 
tional energy may be low. 
Use this time to contemplate career 
decisions or plan new social 
alliances. After Thursday, quiet gath- 
erings or private home events pro- 
vide distraction: pamper the body 
and watch for a powerful wave of 
romantic interest or business ambi- 
tion to soon arrive. Friday through 
Sunday, an older friend or relative 
may ask for special financial advice. 
Remain cheerfully detached, if pos- 
sible: cautious optimism is best. 
VIRGO (Aug. 23- 


II) Sept. 22) Recently 


Virgo derailed relationships may 
this week be quickly re- 
established. Monday through 
Wednesday, watch for a long-term 


friend or lover to publicly discuss 
their hidden doubts or private anxi- 
eties. Remain attentive to subtle 
comments: family rejection or social 
isolation may be more important 
than anticipated. Later this week, a 
business official may challenge 
trusted workplace methods. If so, 
avoid group discussions: yesterday's 
power struggle may soon reoccur. 


Q 


Libra 


LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23) Ask probing ques- 
tions this week and 
expect honest answers. 
After Tuesday, loved ones will be 
strongly motivated to discuss future 
plans or re-evaluate long-term goals. 
Startling revelations may also be 
accented: pay close attention to 
changing loyalties and rare family 
information, Thursday through 
Saturday, workplace officials may be 
moody or unresponsive. Don't con- 
front: your sensitivity concerning 
past mistakes and outdated business 
practices will be appreciated. 


Il, SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 
Nov. 22) Romantic part- 


Scorpio ners will this week be 
captivated with nostalgic 
thoughts, outdated activities and old 
memories. Indulge contemplation 
and remain quietly cheerful: at pre- 
sent, loved ones may need to revisit 
yesterday's mistakes before moving 
forward. After Wednesday, key offi- 
cials may announce a complex busi- 
ness plan. Renewed creativity and 
shared team efforts will soon be 
demanded. Don't hesitate; valuable 
opportunities and new employment 
options are available. 


SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov. 23-Dec. 21) 
Marin, ancelled work projects 
See pi new co-workers may 
require extra diplomacy over the 
next six days. Remain flexible and 
expect authority figures to avoid 
direct questions or provide mislead- 
ing instructions. Business progress 
will be slow: stay dedicated to estab- 
lished rules and wait for clarity. Late 
Saturday, a close friend may wish to 
discuss a recent romantic disappoint- 
ment. Advocate decisive action: con- 
fidence and bold statements of affec- 
tion will soon be rewarded. 


on 

6 CAPRICORN (Dec. 
22-Jan. 20) Past hobbies 
Capricom and predictable family 
activities will this week 
bring a calming influence to strained 
relationships. Monday through 
Thursday, enjoy quiet moments with 
loved ones and expect gentle discus- 
sions to build confidence and renew 
intimacy. Later this week, a friend 
may request advice concerning a dif- 
ficult social triangle. Remain cau- 
tious: in the coming weeks low self- 
esteem, strong opinions or mistaken 
information between friends may 

trigger unexpected jealousies. 


MN aquarius Wan. 21- 
VW Feb. 19) Allow friends 

ius and lovers to set their own 

pace this week. Over the 

next six days, loved ones may need 
to imprint their personal style, social 
identity or group ideals on close 
relationships. No serious or lasting 
affects are likely, so not to worry. 
Do, however, challenge outdated 


opinions or unproductive habits: 
your insights will be welcomed. 
After Friday, financial records and 
spending habits may briefly strain 
family relations. Be flexible: empa- 
thy will bring the desired results. 


Ht 


Pisces 


PISCES (Feb. 20- 
March 20) Romantic 
promises and renewed 
sensuality are now a top 
priority. After mid-week, expect 
long-term relationships to experi- 
ence new levels of intimacy and 
social harmony. Single Pisceans may 
this week explore a new romantic 
interest. If so, remain open to contro- 
versial proposals: older lovers, exot- 
ic locations and distant travel may 
all be on the agenda. Friday through 
Sunday, family finances, home reno- 
vations or new spending require 
detailed discussion. Stay focused. 


If your birthday is this week: 
Much of 2006 will bring increasing 
intimacy in close relationships and 
new opportunities for emotional 
security in the home. Over the next 
three months, loved ones will opt to 
leave outdated obligations in the 
past. Areas affected may involve 
strained relations with older authori- 
ty figures, socially draining friend- 
ships or unproductive family pat- 
terns. After May 7, watch also for a 
powerful wave of new confidence 
and social interest to arrive. Friends, 
lovers and close colleagues may 
issue unique group invitations or 
actively seek your approval. 
Throughout the summer months 
financial and property agreements 
may prove mildly annoying. Pay 
special attention to revised docu- 
ments or complex contracts. Stay 
alert: before Sept. 18, hidden errors 
could easily derail important busi- 
ness ventures. 
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Wow! You Know The Onion Rat? 


Where did all of 
the romance go? 


By MELODY MARTINEZ 
Trends Editor 


Picture this: It's Friday night, 
you've got nothing going on when all 
of a sudden you find out your 
favorite band of all time that's not 
yet lame, too popular for you, or 
nearly dead is playing a surprise 
reunion show tomorrow night at 
your favorite Boston venue. Are you 
pumped? Heck yes. Unfortunately 
for you, reality says you're a poor 
college student with a minimum 
wage paying job, bills to the ceiling, 
practically immobilized by soaring 
gas prices, and you owe somebody 
dinner at Denny's to top it all off, all 
of which hold you back from going 
to the show. After crying yourself to 
sleep that night, the Almighty Gods 
of Rock N Roll (to name a few: 
Chuck Berry, Johnny Thunders, 
Randy Rhodes, Mare Bolan, and 
Jimi Hendrix), take pity on you and 
you find a legal way of getting the 
last pair of tickets. You lucky little 
sh...However did you manage to do 
it? Who cares? You're going to the 
show with your equally obsessed 
childhood friend, "Spanky," now. 

You and Spanky arrive in the 
city, amidst the other hipsters, fash- 
ionistas, alumnus and crazies map- 
ping the streets—something hap- 
pens, something so memorable you 
and Spanky both write about it in 
your Myspace blogs and proceed to 
tell the world about the time you 
went to see so-and-so play at the 
Middle East. It probably involves 
one or both of you almost getting run 
over. You and Spanky jump fences, 
outsmart guard dogs, steal from the 
rich, give to the poor, have a couple 
run-ins with the law, and ultimately 
get to the show right before the 
greatest band in the universe (in your 
opinion) climbs aboard the stage in 
all their theatrical glory. 

That night, the band played what 
you and Spanky later term as "the 
most soul saving show ever." You 
danced, pogo-ed, banged your head, 


_ moshed, tapped your foot, or stood 


there like you were too cool for the 
band, but you had an intensely supe- 


lor time. Catching the drummer's 


sticks was "like being handed a tick- 


et to Rock N Roll Heaven," you said, 


mysteriously. On your way out, you 


- decide that although you're nearly as 


poor as the guy begging for change 


on the street, you're going to spend 


Wa 


your last few bucks irresponsibly 
and buy a concert t-shirt. The t-shirt 
is one hundred per cent cotton, a lit- 
tle too big (as they usually are), 
white, and has the band's name and 
logo Picasso-ed on the front and all 
U.S. tour dates, cleverly, printed 
along the back. 

You're just about to leave, when 
suddenly, you remember you left 
your jacket hanging on a chair in the 
venue. Quickly, you run back into 
the room, now, only birthing sounds 
of destruction from the roadies on 
stage—you can't believe that just 
five minutes ago that place was 
packed, sweaty and the air was per- 
fumed with those haunting guitar 
riffs you'll never hear the same 
again. Your hands reach for the jack- 
et, a smile caresses your face as the 
roadies acknowledge your presence, 
and you start to slowly walk back, 
trying to remember every thing you, 
like a disciple for music, just wit- 
nessed. 

As if this night couldn't get any 
better, you hear, "Hey, you in the red 
shoes!" coming from the stage. With 
hope spilling all over your heart, you 
turn around and there he is—the 
singer himself, the one name won- 
der. You can't contain your excite- 
ment, but you have to play it cool, so 
you dig your hands in your pocket 
and coyly make your giddy march 
toward the stage. 

"Yeah?" you say with your voice 
a little faint, your face almost break- 
ing from the size of the smile...here, 
you try to think of everything you'd 
dreamed of saying if you met him 
and now, nothing comes to mind, 
nothing at all, but he speaks first... 

"Did you like the show?" he 
asks. 

Without hesitation, at a slight 
scream, you answer "Yes! It was 
incredible!" 

He chuckles. 
"Good. I'm glad 
and...thanks." 


Re). yh 
Anytime! You 
guys are my 


favorite band!" 
(as if he didn't 
already know by 
the way you're nearly urinating in 
your Levis). 

"Thanks," he smiles, "your my 
favorite fan!" he says jokingly. 

You decide to dismiss this com- 
ment and remember Spanky waiting 
outside, probably being cornered by 
the crazies. He turns to leave the 
stage and you lunge forward like a 
twelve year old girl. "Hey, 

; can I have your auto- 


graph?" 

"Absolutely," he cracks another 
one of his famous grins, "what's your 
name?" 

"Uh, Spanky" you say this with- 
out thinking how ridiculous you 
sound, 

He eyes you for a second, then as 
if remembering that he's heard 
stranger things, says, 
"Okay...Spanky it is." 

You don't bother to correct your- 
self and you hand him your ticket 
stub, which he signs with such a 
flare as can only be granted to music 
geniuses. He hands it back to you 
like a chalice and you, the winner, 
blurt out a very appreciative, 
"Thanks!" and remember the t-shirt. 
You ask him to sign that too. He 
doesn't look bothered, but he signs 
just his name this time. 

"See you around, kid." 

"Thanks! See you..." you hover 
off on Cloud Nine and looking for 
Spanky. 

You discover your friend out- 
side, just smoking a ciggy and 
appearing untouched by the crazies. 
Grabbing to his shoulders, you pro- 
ceed to tell him how your whole life 
was just changed that night. Then 
you hand him the ticket that says, 
"Thanks, Spanky, nice shoes, yours, 

"and watch as his face 
beams then inquires about his shoes. 
You both have a laugh and you show 
him your priceless, autographed t- 
shirt. 

A day later, that t-shirt adorns 
your chest and back like lint clinging 
to the insides of your pockets. 
Obviously, you're just the coolest 
person...ever, when in that shirt. 
Magically, you can wash it a million 
times and the signature still sits. 
Years later, you still feel the inspira- 
tion of that night when you wear the 


ee 


“Oh! Anytime! You guys are my favorite 
band!” (as if he didn’t already know by 
the way you’re urinating in your Levis). 


shirt. You remember how you cried 
yourself to sleep the night before, 
how you almost started a world war 
in getting those tickets, how you and 
Spanky were almost run off the 
streets of Boston by some crazy, but 
respectable Red Sox fan, how the 
band played every song you wanted 
to hear, and how you met the singer 
and practically touched his arm or 
something exaggerated like that. 


One totally haphazard day, you 


happen to be walking down a crowd- 
ed city street and in a record shop 
window you spy your same t-shirt 
hugging the mannequin in the dis- 
play. You think this must be some 
joke. Everyone knows concert t- 
shirts are practically only available 
at the shows. What's even more 
appalling—his fabricated signature 
is printed in the same exact spot it 
rests on your authentic t-shirt. It 
barely looks any different than the 
one he signed specifically for you. 
Inside, you unearth about fifty of the 
same shirt in assorted sizes and col- 
ors, like a bag of jelly beans. In a 
moment out of the Twilight Zone, 
you look around and you think you 
see everyone in the store wearing 
that shirt. And that, my friends, is 
where this story ends and mine 
begins... 

What happened to the romance 
of concert t-shirts? I mean, once 
upon a time, one could only pur- 
chase a concert t-shirt 
at the actual show. 
Now, they’re every- 
where! I’ve walked 
into record shops and 
alternative clothing 
stores aghast at the 


library of genuine 
looking concert t- 
shirts staring me 


down. What’s more, there are all 
those websites that offer authentic 
concert tees at a peak price or tank 
top, tube top, hoodie, baby doll, glit- 
ter, baseball/jersey style t-shirts at an 
even more hysterical fee. I see no 
problem with merchandising and 
bands wanting to capitalize on their 
fame, but come on now, let’s not go 
crazy and do the loyal fans an injus- 
tice. Such mass production takes 


“Melody Martinez photo 


~ away from the story tied to every 


concert t-shirt ever purchased. Like 
most, I buy a concert tee after having 
experienced an explosive, life alter- 
ing show. No one ever buys the shirt 
of a band that sucks. Ever. The beau- 
ty of these things is that, for the most 
part, these specific t-shirts are sold 
only at the shows and if one manages 
to get it autographed, all the better. 
When that same t-shirt appears in the 
store, you have to wonder how spe- 
cial your experience was. Of course, 
nothing can shake the good time, but 
who’s going to believe you actually 
went when you could’ve just as eas- 
ily purchased it at the mall? 

I guess, it doesn’t really make a 
difference as long as you and Spanky 
know you went, right? Wear it 
proud, like the loyal fan you are. 
Chances are, all those store bought 
shirts will someday end up at 
Salvation Army for some kid who 
has no idea who the band is to buy 
and wear in ironic, mock devotion. 
Rock t-shirts, especially concert tees 
and those that are homemade, give 
other people a sense of who you are. 
Believe it or not, the music we listen 
to defines a lot of our personality 
and beliefs. As a raging music fan 
and style enthusiast, I urge you to 
dig out your favorite band t-shirt this 
spring, whether it be new or once 
belonging to your mother, and flaunt 
it - there’s nothing more stylish than 
the individuality of your personality 
displayed for the rest of the world to 
see. Who knows, maybe someone 
equally as obsessed will ask, “Hey, 
you went to see [insert obscure 
decade band here]?” and you can tell 
them your long winded story about 
how you almost died and married the 
singer of the band that night... 


Meet the New Trends Editor! 


Say, “Ciao” to your 


new Trends Editor 
‘By MELODY MARTINEZ 


Trends Editor 


You're probably already wonder- 
ing, “Who is this Melody character 
and what does she know about trends 
and style?” Puzzle yourself no fur- 


: ther! Let me take a moment to intro- 


duce myself. Hi! I’m Melody 
Martinez, your new and shiny Trends 


_ editor here at the NECC Observer. I 
. come to you from the quiet, sleepy 
+ town of North Andover and as the 


offspring of a hairdresser and musi- 


cian. I spend most of my time listen- 
ing, writing, and obsessing over 
music, most of which comes from the 
past fifty decades. Other pastimes 
include reading, dance parties, and 
laughing until the tears come home. 
I’m currently a Liberal Arts major 
with a focus on music journalism and 
modern languages. I hope to one day 
join the ranks of my favorite 
music/pop culture literary genius, 
Lester Bangs. 

If I wasn’t writing, I'd be on a 
stage either acting or singing. 
Perhaps, some of you may have 
already caught me onstage in previ- 
ous Top Notch Theater shows (that’s 
the big room with the comfy chairs 
and a stage on the third floor, for 
those of you who have, shamefully, 
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never ventured there) including, As 
You Like It, Improv Night, and 
recently, The Comedy of Errors. 


In this section, I hope to be able 
to give one and all a taste of what I 
consider, “style,” or more fittingly, 
“trends.” I tend to dabble here and 
there in fashion, but you’ll soon dis- 
cover that | don’t claim to know how 
to dress anyone but myself. To put it 
less plainly, my background in this 
field is no cake, but I suppose one 
can say I know enough to frost the 
cake. I love new faces and meeting 
new people so, if you see me around 


campus, which I’m sure you will see- 


ing as how I’ve 
practically moved 
in, don’t be shy, 
come say “Hello!” 
Hmm...what else? (9 
Oh yes, I also enjoy FJ 
Italian dining, long [Py 
walks on the beach, 4 
sunsets, and pony 
rides...and I'd like # 
the § 


Academy for giving 


to thank 


me this opportuni- 
ty...0ops, wrong 


speech! 
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Crystal Burgess, 
Paul Nartiff and 
Juan Astacio to be 
honored during 
senior night 


By RYAN MCASKILL 
Sports Editor 


February 9 
will be an emo- 
tional day. 
There is no 
great historical 
event remem- 
bered or greet- 
ing card holi- 
day celebrated, 
just a small 
group of people 
paying tribute 
to those that have played along side 
them. February 9 will be senior night 


Senior Night quick look 


for the men’s and 
women’s basket- 
ball teams. 

~ Set or 
night,” a celebra- 
tion for players in 
their final year 
traditionally held 
before their last 
home game, is a 
long running tra- 
dition of college 
sports. 

Northern 
Essex will be 
holding their 
senior/sophomore 
night before the 
Knights take on 
Dean as part of a 
double header on 
February 9, start- 
ing at 5:30 p.m. 
The festivities will recognize Crystal 
Burgess, Paul Nartiff and Juan 
Astacio for the sacrifice they have 
made for the Northern Essex basket- 
ball programs in their brief two year 


What: Northern Essex Senior Night 


Where: Sports and Fitness Center Gym, Haverhill Campus 


When: February 9 
Time: 5:30 p.m. 


Senior Night will occure during the men’s and women’s basket- 


ball double header against Dean and is free. 


Paper football and sausages 


Rec department 
celebrates Super Bowl 
with tailgate party 


By JONATHAN NICOSIA 
Contributing Reporter 


Every year 
a few events 
are marked on 
everyone’s cal- 
endar in which 


family and 
friends gather 
with —excite- 


ment, including 
Christmas, 
Thanksgiving, 
Easter, and of course Super Bowl 
Sunday. It’s a guarantee that two 
teams from different conferences will 
annually meet and battle it out on the 
grid iron for the prestigious Vince 
Lombardi trophy while fans feast and 
party with good food and company 
before, during, and after the game. 

Northern Essex Community 
College has adopted this tradition 
with its first annual Super Bow! tail- 
gate party that was held at the Sports 
Recreation Center on the Friday pre- 
ceding the big game. 

“It’s a National holiday” said 
Tony Staffiere, who put together the 
big tailgate party and also acts as the 
women’s basketball head coach, “I 
wanted to give the Recreation center 
a fresh feel and get everyone 
involved and motivated by offering 
something else besides our usual 


pool and ping pong”. 

By offering many party favorite 
foods such as wings, sausage, chips, 
and even a vegetable platter, Staffiere 
attracted many NECC students to the 
shindig. But it was not the food 
alone that brought the crowd to the 
recreation center, it was the first 
annual paper football tournament 
that captured the competitive spirit’s 
eyes. Two tournaments were held 
throughout the day, one from 11 a.m. 
til noon and the other from noon til 
p.m 

“Sue MacAovy (NECC Athletic 
Director) came up with the idea,” 
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Tony Staffiere attempts an 
extra point during his con- 
ference championship 
paper football game. 


careers. 

For Burgess it is her last game. 

“This is not just her last home 
game, it is her final game at Northern 
Essex ever,” said women’s head 
coach Tony Staffiere. “She will 
never shoot anoth- 
er jump shot for us 
again.” 


senior night is felt 
in all college 
sports, but 
nowhere is it more 
prevalent then at a 
college basketball 
game, something 
Staffiere has seen 


said Staffiere. “I can remember 
being a kid in junior high and playing 
this game at lunch.” 

And play he did unfortunately. 
Staffiere tasted a 21-14 defeat by 
soon to be champion (tournament 
one) Pete Lesiczka, aka, the polish 
power, who finished first followed by 
runner up Ben Shaw. Both later 
received trophies decorating their 
accomplishment. Shaw was the run- 
ner-up in the second tournament, 
behind champion Thomas Bennett 

In addition to the food and games 
three separate raffles were held too. 
The prizes included a Patriots hat, an 
official NFL football, and the créme 
de la créme a portrait of Patriots Pro 

Bowl Quarterback Tom Brady who 
tossed the coin at the opening cere- 
monies in Super Bowl XL. 

As for the Super Bow] itself the 
Seattle Seahawks battled the 
Pittsburgh Steelers at Ford Field in 
Detroit in front of a jam packed 
crowd that witnessed Seattle kicking 
a field goal to go up by 3 and never 
lead again. The first half was quiet 
with a Ben Roethlisberger run form 
outside the goal line being the only 
touchdown scored. 

The second half opened with a 
bang when Steelers running back 
Willie Parker ran for 75 yards in 
what was the longest run in Super 
Bowl history. Seattle answered back 

by intercepting Roethlisberger in 
what was thought to be a drive in 
which Pittsburgh would put an end to 
the game early but instead lead to 
Seahawks quarterback Matt 
Hasselbeck connecting on a touch- 
down pass to tight end Jeremy 


_ Stevens closing the gap to within 4. _ 


The emotion of 


Hines Ward on 


Crystal Burgess, Paul Nartiff and Juan Astacio will be honored at senior night. 


first hand. 

“There is no other venue in 
sports that is more emotional then 
senior night for a basketball team,” 
said head coach Tony Staffiere. “I’ve 
seen Peyton Manning’s last home 
game at Tennessee, but the emotion 
that goes along with college basket- 
ball senior night, there is nothing like 
it. Ive seen it live at Duke and 
Syracuse.” 

The events for the evening will 
begin 15-20 minutes before the 6 
p.m. tip-offof the women’s game. 
Nartiff and Astacio will present 
Burgess with flowers, followed by 
recognition of her parents and pic- 
tures. Similar events will take place 


before the men’s game 
as well 

The idea of a senior 
night, while not origi- 
nal, is different in every 
program but Northern 
Essex offers its own set 
of challenges due to the 
restrictions of the pro- 
gram. 

“We have a strange 
situation here (at 
Northern Essex),” 
Staffiere said. “With a 
four year program you 
have a longer commit- 
ment, but with a two 
year program like you 
have players that play 

for one year and trans- 
fer so the connection 
to the program is not 
as strong.” 

That is not the case with these 
three players. 

In her second year as a starter for 
the Lady Knights, Burgess has been 
one of the leaders of the program 
every time she stepped on the court. 
As the only second year player, 
Burgess brought her experience from 
last season to a team of fresh faces. 
Her recognition is well deserved. 

Nartiff and Astacio have been 
solid players for the Knights in their 
two seasons. Nartiff achieved acade- 
mic all-american status last season 
and is ranked 25th in the nation in 
scoring this season averaging just 
over 18 points per game. 
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Ben Shaw, left, and Pete Lesiczka, right, show off 
their paper football trophies. Lesiczka was the cham- 
pion of the first tournament, while Shaw took runner- 


up in both. 


Pittsburgh 
proved to be 
too much 
though as 
coach Bill 
Cowher dived 
into his bag of 
tricks and 
called a play in 
which wide 
réeceiwer 
Antwaan 
Randle El 
threw a td to 
fellow receiver 
and Super 
Bowl MVP 


Ryan McAskill photo 
These trophies were handed out to the 
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Knights lose seven 
players to eligibility 
before season 


By RyAN MCASKILL 
Sports Editor 


With the inaugural track and 
field season under two months away, 
the Knights have taken a huge blow. 
Seven of their featured players have 
been deemed academically ineligi- 
ble, including most of the women’s 
team. 

“This is really a shame,” said 
head coach Dawn Caputo, “The 
women that we lost all had great 
chances of placing at the Regionals 
in a number of different events.” 

Caputo credits the players prob- 
lems with priority managing, too 
much time at work and a lack of 
other quality programs in the winter 
outside of basketball. 

“If we had a winter track pro- 
gram here then we would be able to 
keep a closer eye on them and help 
them stay eligible.” 

During any season, players are 
required to get weekly progress 
reports from professors as well as 


Matt Greeley (pictured right 
playing pool) has taken the spring 
recreation season by storm. To date 
Greeley is the reigning 8-ball pool 
and ping-pong champion, as well as 
taking home the top prize (Tom 
Brady photograph) in the raffle held 
during the Super Bowl tailgate party. 

“He has been winning like this 
since last semester,” said Tony 
Staffiere, head of the recreation 
department. “I don’t think anyone 
has beat him yet at anything. He is a 
perennial champion.” 


February 

9: Indoor Soccer 

10: Cue Club 

13: WinterFest (Lawrence 
Campus) 11-1 p.m. 

14: Sports Trivia 

15: Polar Bear Club 

16: Indoor Soccer 

17: Cue Club 

21: Floor Hockey 

22: Polar Bear Club 

23: Indoor Soccer 

24: Dominican Celebration 
11-1 p.m. 

26: Ski Trip-Bradford (fee 
required) 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
27: Chess Tournament 

28: Floor Hockey 


March 

1: Polar Bear Club 
3: Robo Pong Tournament 
4: Ski Trip-Nashoba (fee 
required) 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
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Steve Battle, one of the 
promising track stars, 
runs along the _ track 
despite the cold weather. 


attend study halls. 

Despite the losses, the Knights 
are still working hard to make the 
first season a successful one. 

The Knights are on a six-day 
practice schedule that does not 
change if the weather is bad. 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday are 


Spring Recreation and Intramural Schedule 


6: 4 vs. 4 Volleyball 

7: Offical Sports Trivia 
Contest 

8: Safe Spring Break 11-1 
p.m. 

10: Free Pool and Popcorn 
20: 4 vs. 4 Volleyball 

21: Floor Hockey 

22: Ping Pong Tournament 
23: March Madness 

24: March Madness 

27: Volleyball 

28: Floor Hockey 

31: 8-Ball Pool 
Tournament 


April 
4: MLB Opening Day 
Party 11-1 p.m. 

7: Kickball League 

10: Ping Pong Tournament 
11: Whiffle ball 

12: Spring Jam (Lawrence 
Campus) 11-1 p.m. 


running and conditioning workouts, 
while Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday focus more on the technical 
aspects like starts and baton work as 
well as lifting. 

“We have been practicing every- 
day from 3:15 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.,” 
said head coach Dawn Caputo. 
“These kids have been out there in 
all kinds of weather getting ready for 
the season. With snow on the track 
we practiced in the technology cen- 
ter parking lot.” 

The track season will begin on 
March 25 with the Winter 
Invitational. Meets are held every 
Saturday thereafter until the regional 
and national meets roll around in 
mid May. 

The track team has begun to fill 
out the roster, but still need some 
players to complete certain National 
Junior College Athletic Association 
requirements, mainly physicals, 
before they are allowed to compete 
in the upcoming season. 

“We have some very good kids 
on this team,” Caputo said. “Once 
the basketball seasons end, those 
athletes that signed up will come out 
and complete the roster.” 

Even with the athletes already 
preparing for the season, Caputo still 
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13: Frisbee golf 

14: Mini-Marathon 

18: Whiffle ball 

19; Spring Jam (Haverhill 
Campus) 11-1 p.m. 

21: Kickball League 

24: Target Golf 

26: Whiffle ball 

27: End of Semester Party 
28: Kickball League 


All events are held from 
12- 1 p.m. (unless other- 
wise indicated) in the 
Sports and Fitness Center 
on the Haverhill Campus. 
They are free to all 
Northern Essex Students 
with a student ID. For 
more information visit the 
Campus Game Room in 
the lobby of the Sports and 
Fitness Center. 


has her door open for new athletes. 

“We are always willing to take 
new athletes,” she said. “I does not 
matter what level of experience you 
have, whether you ran in high school 
or have never run at all, you are 
more then welcome to join the team. 
It is never too late to join.” 

Aside from players, Caputo has 
also rounded out her coaching staff 
adding Chris Allen. Allen is a former 


track coach at Central Catholic and 
St. Mary’s and brings experience in 
the hurdles, jumps and strength and 
conditioning fields. 

“T fell more like we are co-coach- 
ing these kids rather than head 
coach/assistant coach,” said Caputo. 
“I’ve worked with him for a week 
and it we are already completely 
comfortable, like we’re sharing 
ideas.” 


Weekly Sports Trivia 


1.)Seattle Seahawks coach Mike 
Holmgren became the fifth head 
coach to lead two different fran- 

chises to the Super Bowl. Name 


the other four. 


~ 


2.)The Pittsburgh Steelers have 
won five Super Bowls. Who was 
the MVP in each game? 


3.)Los Angeles Lakers guard 
Kobe Bryant scored 81 points 
against the Toronto Raptors on 
Jan. 22. How many points did he 
score in the second half? 


4.)Name the last men's college 
basketball team to win two con- 
secutive NCAA titles. 


5.)Washington Redskins coach 
Joe Gibbs has won three Super 
Bowls with three different quarter- 
backs. Name the quarterbacks. 
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Hello! 


Do you like talking on the phone? 


rwsaA Could you use some extra $$$$$? 


SIGN UP TODAY! 
For the Spring 2006 NECC Fund Phonathon 


February 14, 15, 16 
February 28, March 1, 2 
March 21, 22, 23 

April 4, 6, 11 


@ 5:30-8:30 p.m. 
e Excellent volunteer opportunity for students 
who need community service hours 


e $8.00/hour for students 

e Pick and choose the days that work best for you 
e Training and scripts provided 

e Light dinner (pizza, sandwiches) offered 

e Incentive prizes 

e NECC Haverhill Campus 


CONTACT: Libby Jensen, Director of Alumni & Donor Relations 
Room A301, Bentley Library » 978-556-3621 - alumni@necc.mass.edu 
Proceeds to benefit the NECC Fund 


